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A Message from the Area Captain… 

Happy New Year!  May 2023 continue to 
Bless us with good health, fortune, great 
friends, outstanding partners, and loved 
ones who make all our sacrifices worth it.  

During the past few months Hollenbeck Personnel engaged 
in community events ranging from Trunk or Treat, Turkey 
Giveaways, Toy Drives, Gift Give-A-Ways and so many other 
joyous celebrations. Words cannot express the thanks for the 
compassion displayed by so many within the Hollenbeck 
Community.  For those who participated, Thank You! The 
new year will see some of the same challenges (staffing levels 
a huge concern) as well as unknown events that will put our 
resolve to a test.  I am convinced this community is prepared 
and willing to overcome anything. 
 
Moving into 2023 the Chief of Police has set a goal of a 5% 
reduction in crime.  I am convinced that by utilizing 

community policing, youth intervention, partnership with 
service providers, support from Council and Mayors office, 
and great police work from our officers and detectives, this 
is an obtainable goal.  It will be difficult but what I've learned 
in my short 10-months as Hollenbeck Area Captain, the men 
and women of this community are definitely up for the 
challenge. 
 
If you or someone you know is 
interested in a rewarding career, 
please visit LAPDOnline.org or 
JoinLAPD.com for recruitment information.   
 

Stay Safe – Captain Alfonso Mendoza 

Officer Steven Gajda – 25th Anniversary Vigil 
 
Officer Steven Gajda died on 
January 1, 1998, after being shot while 
assigned to stop people from shooting 
guns in the air on New Year's Eve. 

He and other officers stopped at a party that seemed out of 

control to issue a warning. While they were approaching 

several gang members, the gang members fled and were 

pursued by the officers. Officer Gajda chased one man who 

appeared to have a weapon in his waistband and was shot 

in the ensuing struggle. Two officers on the scene returned 

fire, killing the 17-year-old suspect who had been wanted 

for murder since March of 1997. 

 

 

 

 

Officer Gajda had served in law enforcement for seven 

years. He is survived by his wife and two children.  

On December 30, 2022, LAPD Hollenbeck officer honored 

the 25th anniversary of the End of Watch for Officer Gajda 

with a vigil service at the station and a wreath was hung at 

the freeway sign to commemorate the tragic event.  

Thank you and your family for your sacrifice and service.  

 

 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/LAPDHollenbeck
https://www.instagram.com/lapd_hollenbeck/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/LAPDHollenbeckCommunityPoliceStation/
https://www.lapdonline.org/hollenbeck_community_police_station
https://www.lapdonline.org/lapd-contact/central-bureau/hollenbeck-community-police-station/
https://www.joinlapd.com/
https://www.lapdonline.org/command-staff/mendoza-alfonso/
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Central Traffic Division: School Zone Traffic Safety Tips 
If you drive your children to school: 

• Remember that the speed limit in a school zone is 25 miles per hour when children are present. 

• Never overtake or drive past a school bus when its red lights are flashing. 

• Be familiar with and obey all pedestrian traffic signals. 

• Be on the lookout for school crossing guards and always follow their directions. 

• Do not double-park to drop off children in front of a school. 

• Only drop off your children by the curb and make sure that they get 
out of the car on the sidewalk side. 

 
If your children walk to school: 

• Whenever possible, walk to school with your children. 

• If you can’t walk to school with your children, teach them that it is 
safer to walk in a group. 

• Tell your children that they should cross the street at corner 
crosswalks, not in the middle of the street – and that they should 
never come out from between parked cars. 

• Teach children to always look both ways before crossing the street, and that they should not run across the street. 

• Make sure that your children understand that talking to strangers, or receiving gifts from strangers, can be 
dangerous. 

 
If your children ride a bicycle, a scooter, or a skateboard to school: 

• Explain to them that safety equipment such as helmets, elbow pads, and knee pads will go a long way in keeping 
them safe.  Bicyclists under the age of 18 must always wear a helmet – it’s the law! 

• Help your children understand that pedestrians and bicyclists are harder for drivers to see. 

✓ Speed Limit in a School Zone is 25 

MPH. 

✓ Bicyclists under the age of 18 must 

always wear a helmet. 

✓ Always look both ways before 

crossing the street. 

https://twitter.com/LAPDHollenbeck
https://www.instagram.com/lapd_hollenbeck/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/LAPDHollenbeckCommunityPoliceStation/
https://www.lapdonline.org/hollenbeck_community_police_station
https://www.lapdonline.org/lapd-contact/central-bureau/hollenbeck-community-police-station/
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Hollenbeck Area: Motorhome Warrant Services 
In December 2022, Hollenbeck Narcotics Personnel received information that narcotics were being sold from 

motorhomes parked at various locations.  Narcotics investigators were able to determine that narcotics were 

being sold from the motorhomes.   

On December 20, 2022, a warrant was served at the motorhome.  Two males were detained during the warrant 

service.  During the search of the motorhome, Detectives recovered methamphetamine (packaged for sale), US 

currency and a fully loaded 9 mm handgun.  Three digital scales and additional ammunition was also recovered.  

The handgun was reported stolen from Tucson, Arizona.  

The male who resided inside the motorhome was arrested and booked for 11370.1 

H&S (possession of controlled substance while armed) and the additional male was 

arrested for an outstanding felony warrant.    

On December 12, 2022, a warrant was served at the location.  Two males and 

female were detained during the warrant service.  A search of the motorhome 

revealed a large amount of methamphetamine (packaged for sale), powder 

cocaine, phencyclidine (PCP), US currency, a loaded .40 handgun, a revolver, 

additional gun parts and ammunition in various calibers.  There were three replica 

guns and plastic bags.   The .40 caliber handgun was reported stolen from 

Panorama City.  The male who resided inside the motorhome was arrested and booked for 11370.1 H&S 

(possession of controlled substance while armed).  The other two were released at scene. 

Hollenbeck Area: Suicidal Subject Radio Call 
On January 8, 2023, Hollenbeck patrol officers responded to a radio call of a suicidal subject that had cut himself 

and fled in a vehicle.  Subsequently, the subject stopped the vehicle and Hollenbeck patrol officers confronted 

the driver.  The suspect was suffering from mental illness, was armed with two knives, and had multiple cuts; but 

ultimately, the officers used de-escalation and were able to take the subject in to custody without force used.  

However, while in custody, the subject lost consciousness due to a self-inflicted wound and an officer jumped 

into action providing immediate medical aid, rending CPR, and reviving the subject.  Based on the quick actions of 

the officers at scene, the subject was transported for medical care and survived his injury. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/LAPDHollenbeck
https://www.instagram.com/lapd_hollenbeck/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/LAPDHollenbeckCommunityPoliceStation/
https://www.lapdonline.org/hollenbeck_community_police_station
https://www.lapdonline.org/lapd-contact/central-bureau/hollenbeck-community-police-station/
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Hollenbeck Area Statistics  
(Current as of 12/31/2022) 
The current statistical chart reflects a 0.7% increase 

in overall Part I crimes in the Hollenbeck Area.   

The Total Violent crime category shows a -4.1% reduction in violent 

crimes in contrast to the 2.7% increase in the Total Property crimes 

compared to the same extraction period last year.  

During this period, there has been an increase in Grand Theft of 

Automobiles in the Property Crimes category.  

 

The Police and Business Association of Hollenbeck Area (PBA) Meetings 
The Police and Business Association of Hollenbeck (PBA) hosted a Holiday Luncheon where the focus was on recruitment of 

business partners within the area.  By bolstering their numbers, they can effectively hold youth development events, 

community meetings, and officer appreciation events.  If you know of anyone interested in joining PBA to strengthen the 

community and have an impact felt by many, please contact Jacqueline Munoz at 562-781-8461 or email at 

jmunoz@pbahollenbeck.org   

 

In addition to the PBA, we are looking for members to join us on the Hollenbeck Community Police Advisory Board (CPAB).  

It is a great way to lead within one's community.  Please contact us for further information.   

 

Fig 1 – NEW Hollenbeck COMPSTAT Profile 

For the 4 Weeks Ending:

Crime Type YTD 2022 YTD 2021 % Change

Homice 32 39 -17.9%

Total Rape 53 48 10.4%

Robbery 304 310 -1.9%

Agg. Assaults 951 1,000 -4.9%

Total Violent 1,340 1,397 -4.1%

Burglary 438 386 13.5%

GTA 1,427 1,297 10.0%

BTFV 885 941 -6.0%

THEFT 601 638 -5.8%

Total Property 3,351 3,262 2.7%

Total Part 1 4,691 4,659 0.7%

Shot Fired 249 263 -5.3%

Shooting Victims 133 114 16.7%

December 31, 2022

https://twitter.com/LAPDHollenbeck
https://www.instagram.com/lapd_hollenbeck/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/LAPDHollenbeckCommunityPoliceStation/
https://www.lapdonline.org/hollenbeck_community_police_station
https://www.lapdonline.org/lapd-contact/central-bureau/hollenbeck-community-police-station/
https://lapdonlinestrgeacc.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/lapdonlinemedia/2022/12/hbkprof.pdf
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For the past three months Hollenbeck Personnel engaged in numerous events.  Here are some of those moments. 
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Please follow Hollenbeck Area on our various social media outlets for current details on our Community Events. 

 

https://twitter.com/LAPDHollenbeck
https://www.instagram.com/lapd_hollenbeck/?hl=en
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