
 

WILSHIRE COMMUNITY-POLICE ADVISORY BOARD  

MINUTES MAY 19, 2022  

 

The in-person and online/telephonic meeting over Zoom, was called to order at 7:03 

p.m. by C-PAB Co-chair Mitchell Jacoves, with Captain Chaney.  

Mr. Jacoves welcomed everyone to the first hybrid meeting at the Wilshire station and provided 
introductory remarks. He introduced the new Patrol Commanding Officer, Jerry Chaney, and 
noted that all Senior Lead Officers were present in the meeting at the station. 

Roll Call  

Mitchell Jacoves conducted the roll call. 

Board Members Present were Janice Belson,Shelby Blecker, Susan Considine, Loretta Eason, 

Hazel Gantt, Medrene Gee, Cherelle Hartley, Mitchell Jacoves, Julie Kim, Jill Kline, Starr 

Johnson, Greg Jones, Petra King, Diane Manns, Meg McComb, Matt Talmer, Chlorita Walton, 

Denise White, White, Sandra Germaine, 

Board Members Excused were Conrad Starr, Kari Garcia 

Board Members Absent were Curtis Clark 

Guests John Winther   

 

Minutes 

Mitch Jacoves moved to approve the minutes from the April meeting, and Thao Tran seconded 
the motion. The minutes were approved with the proviso that pages attached from a previous 
meeting were removed. 

 

Membership Update 

Sergeant Kirby stated that John Winther will be approved for membership when Robert 
Figueroa returns from vacation. There are two other applicants in the process of being approved 
as well. 

 

Guest Speaker  

 

Commander Lurie, from the Office of Constitutional Policy and Policing came to speak about 
pretextual police stops. The purpose of the office is to promulgate policies that the Police 
Commission sets forth, by drafting documents that will translate guidelines for policing protocol.  
The issue of traffic stops has been a consistent area of concern in the post-George Floyd era. 

In reality, there has been a decrease in this activity over the last ten years, but there is a 
recognition that the application of traffic stops has not been evenly applied across communities, 
and it is often seen as an instrument of harassment in affected communities. 



 

 

A pretext stop is one in which a vehicle is pulled over for an existing violation, but officers 
actually have another suspicion. Wren v U.S. decided that utilizing traffic violations as a pretext 
for a stop is lawful, and it is still allowed, provided: 

1. The underlying crime that is the cause of the stop is a serious crime 
2. The officer conducting the stop articulates into body-worn camera the reason for the 

stop. For example, “I am stopping this car for X violation, and I think it may have been 
involved in X crime.” 

As a result, we will now have data on how many pretextual stops are performed, on whom, and 
what the cause of the stop was. 

 

The police union thinks it’s overly restrictive, and the Police Union wants them to be completely 
eliminated. Data will be collected for a year to get a better picture of the situation. 

 

Commander Lurie was asked if there is a quota system for traffic stops, and he replied that there 
is not; it is unlawful in California. However, in some areas there can be pressure to perform 
traffic stops. The goal is to look for quality/good justification in traffic stops. 

In the context of citizens being concerned that traffic law scofflaws have become emboldened 
and the roads seem increasingly unsafe, another question was whether all stops fall under this 
pretextual rule, and the reply was that they do not. Public safety stops are different, and  

always justified.  

The question of implicit bias was raised, and Commander Lurie responded that the department 
is working to teach the force about this issue. We need to recognize that everyone has implicit 
bias, but it cannot inform police work. The goal is to have officers think about and be aware of 
why/what they’re doing.  

 

Committee Updates 

Procedural Justice Committee Report  

Thao Tran reported that LAPD HQ is sending her to audit de-escalatoin classes, and she 

hopes that civilian training can be developed on the “5 D’s” as a community resource 

extender.  

 

Pan Pacific Community Walk 

Thao reported that their group gives away whistles while they walk, which is a good 

conversation starter and pulls people in. She also reported that the Miracle Mile and Beverly 

Grove areas each want to start a walk. 

 

Melrose Community Walk 

Shelby Blecker reported that 14 people had attended the walk the previous evening, and they 

engaged with about 12 other community members while they were out, which seems to be a 

pretty consistent pattern.  

 

Mitch suggested that it would be helpful to create a list of best practices for such walks to be 

used in other communities. Thao knows someone in the La Cienega area who is interested in 

starting a group. 



 

 

Captain Jerry Chaney’s Report   

Crime Statistics YTD  

Property crime is down 1.2% 

Homicide is down 14.3% 

Robbery is up 9.3% 

Aggravated assault is down 8.8% 

The next “Coffee with a Cop” was to be held on the following Tuesday at Peets on North 

Larchmont.  

The 18th Street neighborhood would like to start a community walk, and it would be good to 

encourage “If you see something, say something.” 

The topic of NextDoor complaints was raised. Mitch said that 9/10 times he mentions such 

complaints to the relevant SLO,  they already know about the crime. It was suggested that it’s 

important for CPAB members to provide constructive input on these topics. For example, ask 

the poster if he has spoken to the SLO about the issue. Put fact to fiction, don’t contribute to 

inflammatory comments. Encourage people to report all crimes to LAPD so they can compile 

accurate statistics, which will be used to create the most effective patrolling and crime fighting 

measures. Inform citizens that the desk is open from 7 AM to 8 PM, and that they can also 

report online. LAPD can’t be everywhere, so it’s important for the community to lend their 

eyes and ears. Emphasize that mentioning something on NextDoor is NOT reporting a crime; 

this must be done through official channels. 

New Business 

Petra King mentioned that they had lemonade in the park with the SLO, and it was helpful for 
community members to be able to speak directly with an officer.  

Matt Talmer urged everyone to consider doing the Police Academy training to learn about all 
facets of the department. He also expressed concern that, although he lives in the Melrose 
area, perhaps it is getting too much attention relative to southern parts of the division. He also 
said that we should reach out to all reporting districts to have representation from all areas. 
Mitch suggested that we should hold more “Coffee with a Cop” meetings in those areas. 

John Winther mentioned that it seems the city is fast-tracking alcohol licensing.  

GERRY SANCHEZ, Supervisor in Charge, Alcoholic Beverage Control 



 

ABC tries to supplement LAPD. ABC can help with: 

1. Selling to minors 
2. Patrons emerging heavily intoxicated 
3. Narcotics being sold at bars 

Gerry Sanchez, ABC, said that the city is trying to streamline the permitting process. It is no 
longer possible to protest through neighborhood councils. However, the CA constitution 
allows you to protest any license coming into your area, regardless of what the municipality is 
doing. CA issues the permits. The city only has zoning authority, so it can fast-track, but 
ultimately cannot approve a license. Vice takes the neighborhood into consideration, and tries 
to limit the impact of a license, but it is not in charge of issuing them. 

It is important to note that many citizens protest licenses without realizing you have to attend 
the hearing, because applicants must also receive due process. 

In response to a question about how an establishment can lose a license: 

1. Sales to a minor 1st violation is 50 day suspension  
2. Selling narcotics usually results in revoking a license, if the owner is the seller 

SLO Reports 

There were no SLO reports at this meeting. 

Mitch thanked everyone for attending, and adjourned the meeting at 8:13 p.m.  

The next meeting is June 16. 

 

 

 

 

 


