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T4: All Cc~mmaading Officers

FRtJM. C.omnLd~~ Officer, Counter-Terrorism ead SPeci~at Operations Bureau

SUBJECT: EMERQENCY PREPAREDNESS BULLETIN VOLUME 1, NUMBER 2
FLEA-BORNE TYPHUS OUTBREAK

The Emergency Pi~aredness Bulletiin, Volume 1, Na.1, entitled Flea-Borne Typhus Outbreak is
now available on the Department's Local Area Nc~.work under the Emergency prep~dn~ss
Coordinator link. The EmerBencY Prep~edness Bulletins maybe found in Volume 14 of t~
Emergency Operations C~uide.

If you have any questions or con~crns regarding this Notice, please contact th+~ F.aiecg~~ncY
Preparedness Unit, Emergoncy Services Divisiam, at (213) 486-5730.
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APPROVED:

~~ ~^~
HORACEB FRA►1vIC, Depu y Chief' BOH O~REEN, Deputy Chief
CAB ~~ Chief of Staff
Co Terrorism and. Special Operations Bureau Offieo of the Chief of PQlicx
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Sa£ety Message: The Los Angeles County Department of Public He~1th (LACDPI~ has issued a health
alert sbcmming firm a recent oirtbreak o£et~demic flea borne typhus in downtown Lo$ Angeles. Six of
the ruiu cases thus far have occurred in P~'~~ ~P~~~B ~eleesness or living in intierim housing.
All affected persons were hospitalised and no. deaths have oocun~ed. Curt~ently, the LACDPH is working
with the City of Los Angeles to identify aad reduce the environmental risk for. exposure to typhus.

CURRENT AREA OF CONCERN
Third 3h~eet to the North !Seventh Street to ~ Soutt} /Alameda Street to the Fast i Spring Stroet to thew~.
Hacligroand: Flea Borne Typhus, also known as marine or endemic typhus, is a disease transmittedgro byfleas iafected with Rickettsia felis or Rickctt~a typh . Flea-Borne Typhus is endemic to Los Angeles
county with cases deter each year. in rxem years, the average number of cases reported by the
LACDPH has doubled to nearly 60 cases per year. Ct~ogrepluc clusters of the size occurring in
downtown Los Angeles are unusual. Most cases occur in the summa sad fall mpntba.

Flea-borne typhne facts:
• The primary animals lmown to carry infected fleas include rats, fi~ral cats and opossums. People

with significant expasurc to these animals are at risk of acquiring flea-borne typhus.

• Flea-borne typhus can spread. to humans fmm bacteria found in infected fleas. Infection happens
when the fogies from infected fleas are. rubbed into cuts or scrapes in the skin or rubbed into tie
~a

• Symptoms.. can start within two weeks after confect with tie infected flea and include h.igh fever,
chills and: body aches. A rash can appear on the chest, back, arms or legs. In rare cases, there
maybe swelling at the lining of the brain {meningitis) and heart valves. (endocerclitis).

• Typhua is not person-to-pa~rson transmissible. Humana are adead-end host. for flea-bonne typhus.

• Cune~tly, there is no vaccine for flea borne typhus. However, it is readily toted with
antibiotics.

If you are oxhibiti~ng sympbc~ms associated with typhus, you should imz~ediatciy notify a Department
supervisor,. sad sak appropriate. medical trea#mtnt.
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Pr~went3on
• Consider using Envix+onmental Protection Agency - regist~ral flea repellents with "DEFT".

Avoid petttixng or feodieg stray eaimals.

• Waar eya protection, gloves end masks when deca~nteminating equipment.

• Caver all minor abrasions and scrapes with. a~P~P~ ~~$~8•

• Stars trash and other food sources in secured bins.

• Keep station doors and oti~er portals of entry clo~eci at all times.

Any questions t+egarding the cont~ant of this Bulletin s~uould be directed to the Emergency ~P~'
Unit, Emergency. Setvicea Division, at (213) 485-5730.

~i,FFRi~N~s

' ~ ~8~~ ~~Y went of Public Health Flea-borne (Endemic). Typhus, webPeBe:
www.publichealth.lacowity.govlacci//VVectoflyphus.htm
• California Department of Public Health Typhus (Flea-Horne) webpsge:
www.cdph.ca.gov/Pro~ams/CIDlDCDGPages/T~+phus.aspx
• Centers for Disease Confirol and Prevention Typhus Fevers webpage: vvw~v.cd~.~c~v~r~ ahuslmurfn~!


