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TO: All Cancertted Cc~mmandin~ C)fficers

FROM: Depar~ttner~~ Traffic Coordinator, eoucrter-~~err~rism and Special C)perations Burea~~

SUBJECT: OI'FRA~"ICON OF E~_,ECT~ZIC MO7'O12CYCL~S BY ll~ i'AR"TI~~IE~~T'
PERSONIvrEL

In recent years, the market. ~~as seer7 a ~rolifcration of eiectr~c motorcycle: man~facture~t~s whic~l
have developed electric rxlotorcyeles f`ar' law enforcement ap~licatic~ns. In the past two years, t:~~e
Department has co«ducted iicici evaluations oi'electric r~otc>rcycles nzaiat,~factured b}~ }3rarnmo,
lne., and Zero Motorcycles, I~~c. The r~;sults of the field evaluations revealed that electric
motorcycles offered unique features end advantages that are applicable in law enforcement
operations. Although they are electric-powered, they are defined as ngotorcycles under Cafiror•nia
Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 400, and possess all of the in~ierit dangers and liability associated
with the operation of a traditional, gasoline-powered motorcycle.

"Therefore, effective immediat~Iy, Department personnel ~r~ aut~~ori~;ed tt~ Qperate a twc~-~~,~heel
~asoIine-po~~°er~~~l ~r electric-pc~~~~;red motorcycle, as de~nec~ in CVC 5ectian 400, iii Meld
operations or traffic enfarcemez~t, only if the employee meets each of tlie. following criteria:

• Successful com}71et~ior~ of the California Peace Oflzcer Standards a~ld 'raining 80-hour
Basic Motorcye~le~ Riding School;

• Currently assigned to a bureau traffic division or il~e SpcciatiLed I~rifoz~cec~ient Section,
Emergency Operations Division, as a two-wheel (~~iotorcyc;le} traffic enforcement officer
or supervisor; and,

~ Successful completion of a Department electric motorcycle traz~sitian course.

This criteria bias been developed ~~ ensure that only qualified and highly trained Department
personnel are authorized to operate a Department motar~ycle, due to its inlzerent cian~ers, in order
to minimize the Department's exposure to civil 1.iabilit}~ and prevent unnecessary injuries to both
Department employees a~~d the: public.

If there any qu~sti~i~s reg~rdir~~; this Notice, please co~ltact the Specialized Enforcement Sectign,
Emergency Uperati~ns I)i~isian, at (? l ~) 4&6-0690.
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