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L7epartment ̀~'~~ffc coordinator, Counter-Terrarisr~~ and Special Operations Bureau

SUB,TECT: SAk~F.TY BELT COMPLIAIvTCE RLPORTIN~ REQ[JIREMLNTS

The purpose of phis I~rotice is to establish standardized repa~,~ting regarding safely belt, which is
also commonly referred to as a seat belt, compliance when Department employees are involved in
a traffic collision. Currently, Department policy requires employees and all others operating or
riding in a Department vehicle to wear safety belts. However, in aecorclar~ce with Department
Manual Section 4,'289 —Safety Belts in Department Vehicles, in very limited circumstances and
based upon tactical considerations, when the potentially dangerous tactical situation is perceived
or anticipated, t11e safety belt tray be removed to allow adequate time f~7r safe response to the
situation. Some examples of'these tactical considerations include the foliow~in~:

• Officers may remove their safety belts immediately prior to arriving at the location of an
emergency call so they can quickly leave their vehicles upon ~~-rival.

• Officers nay remove their safety belts immediately prior to stopping a suspect. Ho~~ever,
off cers should be careful not to remove their safety belts prematurely and thus risk being
without safety belt protection during a pursuit.

When a safety belt is not wont, employees shall document the reasaxi for not wearing their safety
belt in their employee statett~ent. Curreniiy, the Department co~aducts ~uag-terly safety belt audits
to determine the compliance rate of employees invoive~ in an employee-involved. traffic collisiai~.
In an effort to accurately capture infornlation regarding safety belt cornplianee during employee-
involved traffic collisions, each commanding officer shall evaluate and document the justif cation
for the involved empl~yee(s) not utilizing their safety belt in the FIeet Safety Adjudication. This
will. assist the pepartment in aceuratelS~ completing future safety belt audits.

If you have any questions regarding this Notice, please ct~ntact Traffic Coordination Section,
Emergency Operations Division, at (213} 486-Ob80.
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