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SIIBJECT: REVISIONS FOR CITING NG~r'-RETAINED MINORS DIRECTLYINTO COIIRT

EFFECTIVE: Immediately

Pt3RPOSE

This Iv'otice informs Department personnel of recent changes inprocedures for issuing non-detained minors and theirparent/guardian a Juvenile Court Notice to appear {JCNA) citationunder the District Attorney's (DA) Office citation program.Current JCNA citation program procedures are to cite for cffenseslisted in Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) Section 653.5 (c),,; when the minor is not detained. If either the minor or parentfail to appear, the court .will:: have satisfactory .proof of .serviceand may issue a warrant for Failure to Appear.

INFOR2~iATION

Prior to March 1, 1991, the system of ensuring that non-detainedminors respond to court was a lengthy and cumbersomeadministrative process that averaged two and one-half months fromthe time a minor received a cite-back a.nterview until the minoreventually appeared for court. This process frequently resultedin continuances, clogged court calendars, and ultimately casedismissals. On March 1, 1991, the DA's Office initiated a pilotCite-in Program for Los Angeles County. The results of thatpilot study found that the minors and their parents reported for.court within 30 days and that the appearance rate wassignificantly increased when a definite notice to appear wasissued on the date of the cite-back interview.

Due to the success of the JCNA 653.5 WIC Citation Program, theDA's Office has expanded the JCNA Citation Program to include allLos Angeles County law enforcement agencies and the program willnow include all r_on-detained minors where a petition issubmitted. In order to assist the Juvenile Court and theProbation Department with the anticipated increase in JCNAcitations, a 60 day cite-date has been established Countywide.
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The expanded JCNA Citation P
rogram applies to all offenses 

where

a non-detained petition is 
submitted and especially to off

enses

listed in WIC Section 653.5
(C). This section includes serious

felony offenses such as murd
er, armed robbery, forcible sexu

al

assault, and kidnaping.

PROCEDtTRE

When a juvenile appears at a
 Cite-Back Interview following 

their

arrest for an offense in wh
ich they were not detained, a ju

veniles

detective shall:

* File a Non-Detained Juvenile
 Court petition if appropriate;

and,

* Issue a JCNA Citation to the mi
nor and their parent/guardian

_ with the appropriate 6Q-day 
cite-bac}: date indicated.

CITATION COMPLETION REVISION
S

The origina? 30-day appearance
 date for each court has now bee

n

expanded to a 60-day appearar
~c~ date entered on line 12 of the

JCNA Citation. The cite-date will begin 60 day
s from the time ~f

the investigative cite-back i
ntervie~~r with the juvenile

detective. If the 60th day is a weekend or
 holiday, the court

cite-date will be the next a
vailable court date.

C1~TATION D7CSTRZBUTION

Juvenile detectives shall u
tilizes a blank photocopy of the

current JGNA Citation until 
the Department's JCNA Citation B

ook

are available from Planning 
and Research Division. The JCNA

Citation distribution of the 
photocopy remains the same and

requires an original plus thre
e copies.

NOTE: Once the Department's JCNA Cita
tion Books are .

printed, Juvenile detectives
 shall order the Juvenile

Court Notice to Appear citatio
n books from Supply

Division and not from the supe
rvising DA's Office of

their local Juvenile Court.

This Notice amends Sections 18
09, 1809.5, 1809.15, and 1809.

20 of

the Manual of Juvenile Procedu
res and ;gill be reflected in th

e

Manual's next revision. Questions concerning this Noti
ce should

be directed to Operations Sect
ion, Juvenile Division, at (21

3)

485-2803.
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BERNARD C. PARKS, Deputy Chief

Director
Office o~ Operations
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