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E2ecent2y, the Department has been experiencing an inflwc of
Flunitrazepam (Trade name Rohypnol} and Gamma Hydro~r Butyzate
(~"a~~ F3.9 O~ t7d1112dYy 3.~ 7.9g7e ROY1 AOa. W1~.1 bG d .Ss°L`~kEdUa.e =~
con~ro2led substance and emergency legislation is pending for
GHB_ Both substances represent significant and growing problems
for law enforcement agencies. In fact, se~xal assault
a.nvestigators are reporting an increasing number of cases
involving the use of drugs such as Rohypnol (also called Roofies)
and GHB. It is important that officers are aware of these drugs
and their potential use in sexual assaults and other crimes.
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The attached fact sheet is being provided as an interim means of
assisting Department personnel in the recognition, packaging,
effects, investigation and 7aandling of the above dnigs. Training
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Division is currently preparing a Training Bulle~,in which will9.ncorporate the infoxmatian i~a the fact sheet and further addressother cancerns associated avith both Fluni.trazepam and Gamma
Hydroxy Butyrate. Until such time as the Training Bulletin is
distributed, Department persannel should refer to and use the
attached fact sheet to assist them whenever it is suspected that
the aforementioned dnzgs may lie involuec3.
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Fluxxitrazepam (Trade name-Rohypnol) ~i,*ill be considered a
controlled substance in Califarnia effective January 1, 19~7~
Prior to ths.s date, there is no state level baoking charge for
possession or sales of Chis substance. It is, however, a
federal7.y~ controlled substance and may Yip seized as contraband
and booked as evidence. A federal level arrest and filing will
only b1~e possable in cases ignyvalviz~gy~very lary gey q[Yuaryntities of
Flunk. l.razp..p ama xoW~ev(~.rP e11eL'~l.ve. Ub~n.~a~ Lq 1J~Pg po~JSpr rGS~.~~ of

Flunitrazepam will be cavered by 11377 a~ the Health and Safety
{H&S) Code, and possess3an for sale, sale and transportation will
be covered by 21378 and 11379 A&S. This is as a result of
legislation propasad by the Department.
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The Department`s Scientific Investigation Division (SFD) is aot
currently equipped to run definitive tests for this drug in body
fluids. The Crime Lab can however test for the drug itself
(e.g., gi12 ar powder form} . The scientific caie¢nunity is
responding to this new concern by focusing on more efficient,
definitive testing procedures. Labs are available for testing of
bload and urine; SIb wi11 handle sending out samgZes as needed.
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Flunitrazepam is a hypnotic sedative preseriYs~d outside the
United States for diminishing aaxie~y, skeletal and muscle
relaxation and steep depravation. According to the manufacCurer,
it is also used in "conscious surgery" where paCient cooperation
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The Department has also been eacgera.encing an increased presence
of the drug Gan¢na Hydroxy Butyrate (GHB) zn driving under the
influence cases and sexual assault and overdose incidents. A CNS
depressant and hypnotic, GHB is being used in conjunctian withalcohol or other drugs, with dets3.men~al effects isz an increasingnumber cif cases. The drug GF~ is an anesthetic tsleep inducer)without analgesic (pain relieving} properties that has been fousid
naturally occurring in minute quantities in brain and other
tissue i.n the human body.

Side effects from ingested daces typically include nausea, coma,
uncontrollable seizures and respiratory depressian. It. is
available internationaSly as an anesthetic (sold isx glass
ampules}. It is currently legitimately available in the Un~.ted
States solely on a restricted basis as an "orphan @rug" for
experimental treatment of narcalepsy. Nearly all of the GHS
encountered in California is illa.citly praduced and is primarily
distributed as'a liquid.

Gam Hydros Butyrate was originally used and Chen abused by
bodybuilders who believed it would stimulate the body°s
production of growth hozmone. This drug daes induce slaw-wave
sleep, the stage of sleep in which the bociy.producefl growth
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unlike the use of Rohypnol where the victims are more likely to
be totally unsuspecting and unable to taste the drug slipped into
their drink, victims of GHB sexual assaults or overdose are
typically convinced to try GTE as an '°energy drink" or are talkedinta trying an unusual concoction. The salty taste is still
noticeable, but the victim may simply not sense the danger.

While Rahypnol. is known.for its paralg~zing effect and anterografleamnesia, obvious benefits-to an attacker, GHH is known Eor itsintense intaxication and enhancement of sexual interest. Sexualassault investigators are z'epnrting an increas5.ng number of casesinvolving the use of dzugs such as GHB, Rahypnol, Ketamine {ananimal tranquilizer which is a behavioral analog of PCP}, Halcion
(controversial sleeping pill from which Rahypncal was derived?,etc.
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The Drug Enforcement Administration (DFsA} has IZeen working on
documentation for placing this drug into Schedule I at the
federal level_ At this time, it is in fact a federal felany
under Foad anc3 Drug Administration (PDA} rules to manufacture GTiB'
(with interstate involvement in.obtain3ng chemicals ar with
evidence of intended interstate movement} and to transgort it
across state lines for purposes of sales. The, FDA will prosecute
manufacturing and/ar transportation cases when appropriate
quantitaes and circumstances are involved.

This drug is easilyr made and involve dust Cwo basin ingredients,
which can he purchased at any chemical sugply house: Gamma Butyl
Lactone ti-e., solvent used for de-greasing engines or cement)
and sadium hydroxide.
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The drug GHB is an. uncontrolled drug, but gresents a dramatic
safety hazard, especially when given to victims who are unaware
crf its presence. Depending on the circumstances, this could
constitute poisonings in which case an Injury.Report should be
taken. Officers should co~itaot Area detectives for advice if a
possible attempt murder ar other charges are appropriate. The
substance should be booked for identification purpases.

. ~ a

Every effort should he made to corxduct a thoraugh investigation
that would assist in determining if F`lunitrazepam, GHB or any
other drug is involved in the assault.
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Do mot underestzmate the potential seriousness and
trutlzfuZness of the case juet because the victim seems
disorienCed or cpnfused and has what seems to be an
unusually limited recall of events. That ss key to the
nature of these drugs. Carefully detailing what the victim
does reeall is important in deCerettinirzg/demonstrating what
drug was used, in establishixag the pattern of that drug's
effect oza the victim and even an potentially disproving a
vzctim's allegations.

Obtain a urine specimen as soon as possible. I£ ingestion
has been within five to seven hours,, a blood sample would
also be signif3canC. IIrine specimens should be frozen.
Refrigeration during interim storage is acceptable.

Whenever posszbZe, check both the 3acation where the victim
woke up and the location where the victim last z'ememhers
being present far any evidence and/or witnesses°

* Interview any bartenders, waitresses, patrons, parking lot
attendants, security officers and neighbors who may have
naticed anything unusual about the victim`s dapartux°e or
arrival.

These potential witnesses could be important in establishing
routine behavior on the part of tha victin€ (i.e., a Traitress'
account might be very useful in verifying the victim°s
allegatioaas that she only drank two glasses of wine and that, in
fact, she nameally drinks two glassas and is not visibly
intaxicated at that level). It may also be important that on the
occasian in question, the victim either walked out ~ashibiting no
unusual. behavior or that she was clearly intoxicated and/or
behaving in an unusual manner, etc.
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* Check trash cans anywhere near where drinks were being mixed
ar near where the victim and/or suspect were sifting or iz~
tk~e restraoms (public or in a private house) for unexpl,ainecl,
unmarked liquzd containers or for remnants of narcatics
packaging, such as the blister pack from R.ahygnol. Sven if
custody and control are not clearly ezric3ent, this would
assist in establishing what drug Co test for, wauZd help to
demanstrate a pattern and might even yield fingerprints in
some situations.

* If there is a potential suspect or suspecCs to be inter-
viewed, be alert far the presence of empty blister packs ar
addit3.ona1 pills in the3.r pockets or secreted in their
wallets, clothing or vehicle. This cauld entail anything
from such evidence being vs.sib2e during the initial
investigation, to a consent search, to details leading to the
need far a search warrant being developed either in the field
or by the assigned detective at a Zater time.

Carefully document the statements of any potential suspect
who is inte:zviewed or any associates of that patential
suspect.

* Se alert to possible books, articles ar computer printatats
regarding drugs such as GHB that might be found at a cr5.me
scene, in a vehicle or house during the caurse of the
investigation.


