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Tp: All Sworn Personne
l

FRf1M: Director, Office of 
Operations

SUBJECT: RIGHTS QF FERS
QNS TO PHOTOG

RAPH AND VIDE{
)TAPE OFFICERS 1N

PUBLIC

The purpose of this
 Notice is to ensure

 t~Zat ail. Department
 personnel have a c

lear understanding

of the ]aw as it relat
es to members of t

he public phatc~gra
phing and videotapin

g police activity

occurring in a publi
c place.

During many incident
s the public gathers 

to observe and recor
d police activity. Si

nce many

devices have the abil
ity to photograph a

nd videotape, offic
ers will likely encoun

ter being

photographed or vid
eotaped. Tlaereft~re

, it is iznpartant for 
officers to understan

d the rights of the

public regarding pho
tographing and vi

deotaping police act
ivity, When police act

ivity occurs in a

public place, the publ
ic has a right to ph

otograph and videot
ape police officers, po

lice activity,

suspects, witnesses,
 and victims; provid

ed such activity do
es nc~t interfere wish 

the investigative

responsibility of the
 officer and privacy

 rights of the peopl
e being recorded. Th

e public also has

the right to photogr
aph and videotape g

overnment building
s, including police sta

tions, provided

that such activity is 
done for lawful pur

poses.

This Notice is not in
tended to discourag

e officers from deta
ining and investigatin

g anyone who

engages in behavior
 reasonably indicat

ive ofpie-operationa
l planning related to

 threatening,

aiding/abetting, and
 attempting to pexf

orm unlarnr~ul acts in
 furtherance of terror

ist activity,

Similarly, if officer
s conclude that an 

indz`vidual is behavin
g in a manner that is

 illegal ox

indicative of suspici
ous activifiy Mien of

ficers have a right a
nd obligation to camp

~ete an

investigation, make 
axi arrest, complete 

a 8~spicious Activi
ty Report, or take ot

her appropriate

action. As with all d
etentions and arrest

s, officers must be 
able to articulate a pr

oper basis for

the detention or arr
est.

Should you have an
y questions, please 

contact Commander
 Matt Blake, Office o

f Operations,

at { ) 486- 00.
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CARL C. F~YS~V
 ~2, ssistant Chief

Director, t~ffic~of d 
e tions
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