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NARCOTI C ANALGESI CS

Opi ates (natural al kal oids of opium and opium derivatives), and
synthetic opiates (opioids) nmake up the category of drugs called
Narcotic Anal gesics. They relieve pain, induce euphoria, alter
nmood, and produce sedation. Heroin gets the nost publicity, but
ot her opi ates/ opi oi ds, such as codei ne, neperidine (Denerol), and
fentanyl, also create problens and can be used conpul sively.

BACKGROUND

Opi um cones fromthe poppy plant Papaver somniferum whi ch was
grown in the Mediterranean region as early as 5000 BC, and has
since been cultivated in a nunber of countries throughout the
world. The mlky fluid that seeps fromincisions in the unripe
seed pod of this poppy has, since ancient tines, been scraped by
hand and air dried to produce opium

There are over 25 alkaloids in opium The three nost preval ent
(call ed opi ates) are norphine, codeine, and thebaine. Although a
smal | anmount of opiumis used to make antidi arrheal preparations,
such as tincture of opiumand paregoric, virtually all the opium
comng into this country is first refined into its alkaloid
constituents. Opiumextracts can be slightly nodified to form

ot her active derivatives, such as heroin, Percodan, or Dilaudid.

There are also fully synthetic opiate-like drugs call ed opi oids,
such as Denerol, nethadone, and Darvon. Synthetic opioid

ant agoni sts, which block the effects of opiates and opi oi ds,

i ncl ude Narcan (nal oxone) and naltrexone. These are used to treat
overdose and reverse the effects of opiates/opioids.
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OPI ATES (Natural Al kal oids - Opium Poppy Extracts)

Drug Name Trade Names Street Names
Opium Pantopon, Paregoric, Laudanum | "O", Poppy
Codeine (usually with aspirin| Empirin with codeine Number 4s
or Tylenol) Tylenol with codeine Number 3s
Doriden with codeine Loads, sets, 4s & doors

OPI ATES (Natural Al kal

oi ds - QOpi um Poppy Extracts)

Drug Name

Trade Names

Street Names

Morphine

Various

Murphy, morph, "M"

OPlI UM DERI VATI VES

Drug Name Trade Names Street Names
Hydrocodone Hycodan, Vicodin Vics

Hydromorphone Dilaudid Dillies, drugstore heroin
Oxycodone Percodan, Tylox Percs

SYNTHETI C OPI ATES (ORI O DS)
Drug Name Trade Names Street Names
Propoxyphene Darvon, Wygesic Pink ladies, pumpkin
seeds
Meperidine Demerol Street derivatives of
meperidine and fentanyl
are misrepresented as
China white
Fentanyl Sublimaze Street derivatives are
misrepresented as China
White
Pentazocine Taiwin NX Part of T's and blues
41-Oacetyl alpha methadol | LAAM Lam
Buprenorphine Buprenex
Alpha or 3 methyl fentanyl | Analogues of Sublimaze Designer heroin or China
White
MPPP, etc Analogues of Demerol Designer heroin or China
White
EFFECTS

Physi ci ans prescri be narcotic anal gesics to deaden pain, control
coughing, and stop diarrhea. Mst illicit users take these drugs
to experience euphoric effects, or to try to feel normal by
preventing wthdrawal synptons.

The effects of the various narcotic analgesics are simlar to each
other. The differences are in how long the drug |asts, how strong



it is per gram and howtoxic it is to the body. For exanple,
codei ne and Darvon will affect the user fromthree to four hours,
heroin four to six hours. As with nearly all drugs of abuse, the
ef fects produced by narcotic anal gesics depend on the tol erance
that the user has devel oped for the drug. Tol erance neans that
the sane dose of the drug will produce dimnishing effects, or
conversely that a steadily larger dose is needed to produce the
same effects.

Possi bl e effects of opiates/opioids include the foll ow ng:

Constricted pupils (below 3.0 mm
Little or no visible reaction to |ight
Sl owed refl exes

Sl ow and del i berate novenents

Sl ow, |ow raspy voice

Cool skin

Vital signs (blood pressure, pulse, and tenperature) wll be
down

Sedati on (on the nod)

Dry nouth

Dr oopy eyelids (ptosis)
METHODS OF ADM NI STRATI ON

Narcoti c anal gesics are ingested in a variety of ways dependi ng on
the drug. Comon net hods of ingestion include:

O al
Suppositories
Snoked

Snort ed

I nj ection

PACKAG NG

Most narcotic anal gesics, other than heroin and opium are
pharmaceuticals diverted for illicit use. Packaging varies from
| oose pills in a pocket, baggie, or tin foil, to prescription
bottl es.



CONCLUSI ON

Nar coti c anal gesics are drugs used mainly to relieve pain. They
are so powerful and highly addictive that all are illegal w thout
a prescription, and sone are not prescribed at all. The

wi despread | egal use of these drugs nmakes it nore difficult for
patrol officers to investigate narcotic abuse and possessi on.
Through effective interview skills and an understandi ng of the
signs and synptons of opiates/ opioids, officers should be able to
make the distinction between [egal and illegal use.

FI ELD TRAI NI NG SERVI CES UNI' T
CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON DI VI SI ON



