Until May 16th, the Department had no knowledge that a group
of heavily armed, fugitive terrorists of the Symbionese Liberation
Army were in the vicinity of Los Angeles seeking to escape
detection. Attempting to capture the kidnappers of heiress Patty
Hearst, on May 17, 1974, police surround and storm a Southeast
Los Angeles house on East 54th Street occupied by Symbionese
Liberation Army members. After a furious televised gunfight, the
house caught fire and burnt to the ground. One SLA member is
killed by police outside the house and five other bodies are found
in the ashes, having died from burns, smoke inhalation and
gunshot wounds. Patty Hearst is not among them. The incident
ranks among the most ferocious police gunfights in U.S. history
with a total of 9,000 rounds exchanged (5,000 from police and
4,000 from SLA members). No police officers are injured.
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A new device, the
Remote Out-of-Vehicle
Emergency Radio
(ROVER) was issued in
October 1976 to all
uniformed personnel
assigned to Central for
testing under actual
field conditions prior
to City-wide
implementation.
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to Operations-Central Bureau.
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and 77th. By 1979, all 18
divisions had a CRASH unit
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goal was to suppress the
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in Los Angeles, which came

The Asian Task Force about primarily from the

was activated in 1975.

increase in the drugs trade.

August 6, 1974, at 8:10 am, three people were killed and 36
others were injured when a bomb planted in a coin operated
locker some 20 feet from the check-in counter of Pan American
World Airlines in the Overseas Passenger Lobby at LAX
exploded. The attack was perpetrated by 37-year-old
Yugoslavian immigrant Muharem Kurbegovic, who was arrested
two weeks after the bombing. Kurbegovic was nicknamed "The
Alphabet Bomber" because of his alleged plan to attack places
in an order that would make an anagram of Aliens of America.

In 1978, California voters overwhelmingly passed
Proposition 13, which lowered property taxes for millions of
the state’s homeowners. However, its passage reduced tax
funding to the LAPD, which meant that active police officers
were required to dedicate their duty hours exclusively to
enforcement, not as musicians. As a result, the band was
dissolved. Shortly after the band dissolved, a group of civic
leaders headed by theater owner, Bob Ahmanson, and Gene
Roddenberry, formed an all-volunteer band under the
direction of John Campbell. Throughout the 1980s the band
expanded into the 75-member ensemble it is today.




