
City's first permanent bridge, a covered bridge, 

carried Old Aliso Road, now named Cesar 

Chavez Avenue, across the Los Angeles River. 

In 1870, whites outnumber Hispanics 

and Indians for the first time. In 

addition, the first permanent bridge 

was built across the Los Angeles River. 

On October 31, 1870, near the 

corner of Spring and Temple Avenue, 

City Marshal William C. Warren was 

shot and killed by another 

Los Angeles Police Officer, 

Joseph Dye, as a result of a dispute. 

William Crossman Warren, elected 

City Marshal May 1, 1865, kil led in 

the line of duty November 1, 1870. 

Francis K. Baker, appointed 

November 5, 1870 (City Council 

notes state: "appointed Chief 

of Police"), elected Marshal on 

December 9, 1870 to 

December 4, 1872. 

In 1870, the City Council 

appointed three of its members 

to form the first Board of Police 

Commissioners. 

***** 
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View looking southeast on 

the 300 Block of N. Main St. 

C. 1870s.

R.J. Wolf was elected 

City Marshal 

December 5, 1872 and 

serves as such until 

December 9. 1874. 

The Chinese Massacre occurred on this infamous street, Calle de Los Negros, as it 

was known in 1871. This street received it's unfortunate title in the early days of 

Los Angeles when the property was owned primarily by citizens with dark 

complexions. The block, located at Aliso Street where Los Angeles Street now 

crosses the freeway, was made up mostly of saloons and brothels. Reputedly at 

least one murder a day occurred here. Living on the street were mostly Chinese 

people, 19 of whom were hanged nearby, outside of John Gollier's Wagon Shop, 

Los Angeles south of Commercial Street, during the massacre in October 1871. In 

1877, the block was torn down and renamed Los Angeles Street. The Los Angeles 

Police Metropolitan Detention Center, the site where Parker Center formerly 

stood and the federal building are located there today. 


