City's first permanent bridge, a covered"bridge,
carried Old Aliso Road, now named Cesar
Chavez Avenue, across the Los Angeles River.

In 1870, whites outnumber Hispanics
and Indians for the first time. In
addition, the first permanent bridge
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Wild Shootout Devastated 1870’s Police Force

'hey are [nequently clted gymgtoms of our
wrdulent city’s tcoubled state: gun vio
lence, police thooUings, sensations) trials with

coRUroveraal resus.

Althoush the impact of such events cannot
be mindmisad—or excused—il also js worth
recalling Ut (he mot devasbiling euch
sequeocs n Los Angeied hirory occurred
more than a century ego, n 1870, when a
miaday hootout on duaty Spring Steeet nthe
beart of downtown loeft half of the city’s
eight-man police farce dead or wounded.

Ong of thoso Kiiled wia Willlam Crozeman
‘Warren, the only police chicf In Los Angeles’
history to @0 n the Lne of duty, And when
e legal amoke bad cleared, thw guaman who
had shallered the young LAPD would go
free—in part becaume he was one of the

Amnoem’somn.

Mare than 2 decade eartier, Warren—then
in his early 20s—ieN his mother and two
suaters 1n thele native New York and jour-
neyed West, diding Into tix pueblo in 1858.

Possexzing 2 natwral fTly for police
work, Warren soon made his mark a3 city
marshab/chte! of police. He was hunting
stagecnsch robbers and horse Whleves, all the
while collecng city Lanes and license fees for
a0 annwa) salary of $800,

Warren, in fact, became womething of o

was built across the Los Angeles River. M'W%EE%QE
a2

On October 31, 1870, near the
corner of Spring and Temple Avenue,
City Marshal William C. Warren was
shot and killed by another

Los Angeles Police Officer,

Joseph Dye, as a result of a dispute.

William Crossman Warren, elected
City Marshal May 1, 1865, killed in
the line of duty November 1, 1870.

htpv who stole two botsoves, along with
the food that was cooking on them.

By 1880, Los Angeles’ welldeserved pa-
tonal n;lmum for vioknce worwned as
endons between Lnmigrants from he free
and slave sistes Intendfied with the approsch
of the Civil War, Carged with keeplng the
tenuous pesce, Warren was busy looking for
tough <ops to palrol ihe pucblo's mean
seets, and doubled the sae of the pollce
force from thres to six,

Desplta public protest, ooe of those Warren
hired was Joseph F. Dye, a Confederale
Tympathizer and menacing killer who began
riding for lhelw in ml Even by the loose

ds of the day, Angelenos had uwbh

Seaver Croterfor Westara Kitory

gelea—their (inal falling-out came over
moaty, Wareen and onc of his officers had

idden out of lown in hot pureuit of the $100  2g¢

cewaid offered for the return of an indentured

Dye's policing
simple bushwhacking. He was forced mm!p-
in 1887 afier one oo many prisoners died
trying 10 “escape™ his Curtody.

But tough cops were hard to find, and coe
year later, Warren rehired Dye. Sooo, they
came to Welr own parting when Lhe chief—
newly empowered by the City Councdd to
discipline his officers—degan presusing Dye

oesseup. *
By m‘fﬂi m.mmm the chid and by

had scured ln the pdn\ that Warren was

heard to say: “If Joe Byc cver croaks his

fngerat me, Il shoot him likea dog™
Naturally enough—this belng Los An-

Chéi prostitite named Sing Lo,
who had Ned after allegedly stealing soveral
housand doltars worth of jewelry from her
employer. Left behind, Dye busily began
sending oul Lo's descxrigon on the newly
installed Western Union tedegraph lines to
SantaBarbara and San Diege.

On Halloween aftemoon in 1870, Warren
and his officer reuu-n& o Los Angeles with
10. She was quickly araigred and her two
caploss sphit the reward, then headed for the
fall with the prisover. By then, they had beea
joined by another odficer. Anticipaling trou-
ble, the two officers lanked Lo while Warrea
walked ahead with a drawn derzingee,

OCesernding the corthoum sops, \hey
walkigg acyom Spring Street when Dye
called out to the chiet

“Warren, o, Wasren"”

Dye coafronted Warren, demandiag 2 e of
the reward be feit he had carned by manaing
(e telegraph.

With just throe fect between them, Wartea
wmed, cacealing

Dye accused the chief of rodbding him of Ns
rights, 3nd Warren called Dye a “dacared

8 anymar
3 Ennaged, Dye, who was holding a eane with

fa idveadt.

hit, as
Hester, whﬂlellwolmdedmuumym
mpmmunsmmmnm
the ground in a seated position with two
wammmmnmmmm

colorful
would begin 8 career with the Los Amlﬂ
County Sheriff’s Department that would last
more than five decades, two of those decades
as sheriff,

Loa Angeles Police Sgt. Roberto Alankz heiped to-
plece togather the story on the city's caly chist to
dle In the ae of duty.

his pistol dehind his back, |

View Iookmg southeast on
the 300 Block of N. Main St.
c. 1870s.

R.J. Wolf was elected
City Marshal
December 5, 1872 and
serves as such until
December 9, 1874.

Francis K. Baker, appointed
November 5, 1870 (City Council
notes state: “appointed Chief
of Police”), elected Marshal on
December 9, 1870 to
December 4, 1872.

o

In 1870, the City Council
appointed three of its members
to form the first Board of Police
Commissioners.
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Calle de Los Negros map.

The Chinese Massacre occurred on this infamous street, Calle de Los Negros, as it
was known in 1871. This street received it's unfortunate title in the early days of
Los Angeles when the property was owned primarily by citizens with dark
complexions. The block, located at Aliso Street where Los Angeles Street now
crosses the freeway, was made up mostly of saloons and brothels. Reputedly at
least one murder a day occurred here. Living on the street were mostly Chinese
people, 19 of whom were hanged nearby, outside of John Gollier's Wagon Shop,
Los Angeles south of Commercial Street, during the massacre in October 1871. In
1877, the block was torn down and renamed Los Angeles Street. The Los Angeles
Police Metropolitan Detention Center, the site where Parker Center formerly
stood and the federal building are located there today.




