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command, as well as each subordinate entity, is forwarded to Audit Division, no later than 

February 28 of each year, or upon request. 

Exemption for Standard Issue Equipment. Standard issue equipment, as defined below, is 

exempt from this policy; its procurement, use and misuse shall continue to be reported and 

documented under current policies and procedures. 

Exemption for Items Procured for Evaluation. The Department occasionally evaluates new 

equipment items to determine if they would assist in providing police services. This policy shall 

not preclude the Department from, at any time, acquiring equipment items covered by AB 481 

and this policy for testing and evaluation purposes only. Should the Department wish to move 

beyond the testing and evaluation phase and begin deployment of any new covered equipment 

item in the community, it shall comply with the existing requirements set forth by this policy. 

As such, any new equipment item covered by AB 481 which is determined to be viable for field 

or specialized use, shall not be placed into service (e.g., a pilot program) until it is approved by 

the Board of Police Commissioners and in accordance with AB 481. 

Requesting New AB 481 Items for Use in the Field. Any Department entity requesting a new 

AB 481 item shall complete Form 15. 62. 00 and submit the completed form to Audit Division. 

The item will then be included in the annual report for approval by the Board of Police 

Commissioners. If the entity is requesting that an item be approved that was not included in the 

annual report, then they shall present the item to the Board of Police Commissioners separately 

for approval prior to use of the item in the field and ensure that Audit Division is notified of the 

• approval via Intradepartmental Correspondence, Form 15. 02. 00.

Definitions

Standard Issue. Any equipment item ( excluding Department-issued and privately purchased

assault rifles and Benelli M4 semi-automatic shotguns for on-duty use) which is authorized and

approved by the Department's Uniform and Equipment Committee (UEC), is consistent with the

Department's functions, and, for which, the employee has received the requisite training (e.g.,

P.O.S.T., Police Training and Education, Training Division), shall be considered "standard

issue."

Staging. The deployment of any covered equipment item at the scene of an incident or

command post configuration without being materially incorporated into the investigative or

enforcement mission of the incident, shall be considered a "staging" of the item.
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Deployment. The public display of any covered equipment item by Department personnel in 

response to an incident requiring investigative or enforcement action shall be considered a 
"deployment" of the item. Deployment alone is not reportable under this Policy. 

Use Instance. The intentional or unintentional operation, launch, discharge, detonation, 
activation, ignition, or impact of a covered equipment item with a person or object in response to 
an incident requiring investigative or enforcement action shall be a reportable "use" of the item. 
For vehicles- including small unmanned, aerial systems (sUAS) and robots - a use instance 
occurs when the item performs a function to assist in the mission of the investigative or 
enforcement action. 

The equipment items covered by this policy and defined as "military equipment" by Government 
Code Section 7070(c), et seq., are as follows: 

• Unmanned, remotely piloted, powered aerial or ground vehicles;
• Mine-resistant ambush-protected (MRAP) vehicles or armored personnel carriers,

excluding police versions of standard consumer vehicles (e.g., black and whites);
• High mobility, multipurpose wheeled vehicles (HMMWV), commonly referred to as

Humvees, two and one-half-ton trucks, five-ton trucks, or wheeled vehicles that have a
breaching or entry apparatus attached; excluding unarmored, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs)
and motorized dirt bikes;

• Tracked, armored vehicles that provide ballistic protection to their occupants and utilize a
tracked system instead of wheels for forward motion;

• Command and control vehicles that are either built or modified to facilitate the
operational control and direction of public safety units (including Area command
vehicles);

• W eaponized aircraft, vessels, or vehicles of any kind;
• Battering rams, slugs, and breaching apparatuses that are explosive in nature;

Note: Items designed to remove a lock, such as bolt cutters or a handheld ram designed 
to be operated by one person, do not fall under the definition of military equipment for 
the purposes of this section. In addition, the inclusion of slugs in this section means slug 
ammunition specifically designed and manufactured for breaching purposes. 

• Firearms of .50 caliber or greater, excluding standard issue shotguns (e.g., authorized and
approved Remington "Police" Model 870);

• Ammunition of .50 caliber or greater, excluding standard issue shotgun ammunition ( e.g.,
approved and authorized 12 gauge "00" buck and Slug Shotgun Ammunition);
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• Specialized firearms and ammunition ofless than .50 caliber, including assault weapons

as defined in Sections 30510 and 30515 of the California Penal Code, excluding standard

issue service weapons and ammunition of less than .50 caliber that are issued to officers,

agents, or employees of a law enforcement agency or a state agency, including, but not

limited to, approved and authorized handguns, and associated ammunition;
• Any firearm or firearm accessory that is designed to launch explosive projectiles;
• "Flashbang" grenades and explosive breaching tools, "tear gas," and "pepper balls,"

excluding standard, service-issued handheld pepper spray;
• Area denial electroshock devices, microwave weapons, water cannons, long-range

acoustic devices (LRAD), and sound cannons;

• The following projectile launch platforms and their associated munitions, specifically

37mm and 40mm projectile launchers, "bean bag," rubber bullet, and specialty impact

munition (SIM) weapons (e.g., Fabrique Nationale d'Herstal, FN 303, .68 caliber direct

impact, less lethal projectile); and,

Note: Specialty impact munition weapon systems are typically extended range, kinetic

energy, less lethal devices, designed to incapacitate only. They often discharge a

pneumatically propelled, non-metallic projectile via compressed gas- rather than

combustion (i.e., gunpowder).

• Any other equipment as determined by the Board of Police Commissioners, and in

accordance with AB 481, to require additional oversight.

Per the Department's existing mutual aid guidance, in any incident in the City of Los

Angeles requiring mutual aid from an outside agency, the Chief of Police of the Los

Angeles Police Department shall remain in charge of the incident, including the direction

of any personnel and equipment provided as part of.mutual aid. All such resources shall

be used in a manner consistent with the policies of the City of Los Angeles.

5 
























































































































































































































































