
Community Mission Statement and Goals 

It is the mission of the 77th Street Area Community Police Station to provide quality service to our 

community and to establish a safe environment for those who live, work and visit the 77th Street Area. 

We will work in partnership with the community in a courteous and respectful manner to protect lives, 

property and quality of life within our neighborhoods. 

Our goal as a police department is to keep society free from crime and disorder. As the primary law 

enforcement agency within our geographical boundaries, we are committed to identifying, arresting, 

and prosecuting criminals. 

In keeping with the Department's Mission Statement and Core Values, we are also committed to 

promoting a healthy work environment for our employees in which they are supported, empowered and 

valued, allowing them to be productive. 

 

Officer Owen Mills #31180 (12A3) 

Commendable Incident 

On 03/08/2023 at approximately 1700hrs, personnel from 77th Vice, NED, GED, and 77th patrol officers 

responded to the property located at 5129 S Vermont Avenue. Officers received an anonymous crime 

stoppers tip via the Los Angeles Regional Crime Stoppers website. A citizen reported they observed 

approximately30 people going in & out of the location. Information also stated that while the citizen 

was inside their vehicle, an unknown female approached them and stated that they should go inside 

because there was a little casino. 

Officers conducted extra patrol in the area to validate the above information. During several ped stops 

and traffic stops of individuals coming from the above location, Officers were able to gather enough 

evidence to secure a search warrant for illegal gambling. Officers served a search warrant at the above 

location. Once inside, officers made several arrests for operating a drug house, illegal gambling, felony 

warrants, trafficking and sales of methamphetamine. Several slot machines were also confiscated. 

Officers are to be commended for their teamwork and investigative skills. The result their investigation 

was the closing down of a drug house. They ended the of illegal activity that was an eye sore for the 

community. Great job! 

 

Neighborhood Events 

Chesterfield Square Community Block Club Monthly Zoom Meeting is the second Saturday of every 

month, April 8th from 9am to 1030am. Due to Covid-19 the meeting will be held via zoom. To join the 

meeting use the following options. 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web,zoomus/j/88918599296?pwd=Y1d1NWpVTX1zU1YyMkN1bmVKMi9XQT09 

Meeting ID: 889 1859 9296 Passcode: 741544  



Empowerment Congress – Central Area (ECCANDC) Monthly Zoom Meeting is also held on the second 

Saturday of every month, April 8 from 10am 

Zoom Meeting online or by telephone. Zoom ID: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83218646959 

Meeting ID: 832 1864 6959 US Toll=free 

 

Crime Tips 

We are down in every crime stat except homicides, we have had two so far this year. One was possible 

gang related and the other was possibly a 3rd party domestic. The other crime on the rise is grand theft 

person. Be aware of your surroundings and safeguard your personal property. Don’t let your property 

out of your sight. 

 

Officer Robert Canizales #36005 (12A15) 

Commendable Incident 

On 03/05/2023 at 1640 hours, Officer Salazar #41878 and his partner Officer Lee #43252 were assigned 

to 77th Gang Enforcement Detail. They were conducting extra patrol at the City Motel located at 4731 S 

Figueroa street due to an increase of shootings and narcotics activity. 

Officers entered the parking lot and observed three males standing by the rear passenger side door of a 

parked vehicle. As the Officers exited their police vehicle and approached the individuals, one of the 

males immediately walked eastbound through the parking lot away from the parked vehicle. Moments 

later a second male began to walk away from the parked vehicle when Officer Lee, immediately 

observed a black fanny pack placed on top of the rear passenger side tire inside of the wheel well. Based 

on Gang Enforcement training and experience, the Officers believed the fanny pack was placed in the 

wheel well to be concealed possibly contained contraband (narcotics, weapon i.e. firearms). Officer Lee 

grabbed the fanny pack and immediately recognized the object within the fanny pack as a firearm. 

Officer Lee opened the fanny pack and observed a black semi-auto handgun. Officers requested a 

backup and all individuals were taken into custody without incident. 

Officer Lee recovered the black, semi-auto handgun which had a seated magazine loaded with (7) live 

.380 caliber rounds including one live .380 caliber round inside the chamber of the handgun. 

Officers are to be commended for their teamwork, and investigative skills that resulted in the quick 

apprehension of an armed suspect. 

 

Neighborhood Events 

Voices Neighborhood Council monthly meeting is April 11th at 1800 hours. This month will be in person 

at Vermont Square Library 1201 W 48th Street or via Zoom, to join the meeting use the following 

options. Enter This Webinar ID: 961 0732 6167 https://zoom.us/j/96107326167 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83218646959


Dial (669) 900-6833 or (877) 853-5257 

Crime Tips or requests for community assistance  

Auto related crimes, the message is simple: 

· Lock IT: Lock your vehicle every time you leave it unattended and always lock your valuables in your 

trunk. 

· Hide It: If you don’t have a trunk, hide valuables under the seats, in the glove box, or other 

compartments within the vehicle. 

· Keep It: Personal responsibility is the best prevention to safeguard personal property and to prevent 

becoming a victim. 

 

Officer Andre Dixon #31723 (12A31) 

For the last few years because the closing of our local Ralphs Grocery Store, the Crenshaw area has 

become a food desert community. Many of our community members had utilized Ralphs as their local 

neighborhood store for fresh meat, fruit and vegetables. 

I am happy to announce that Crenshaw Farmers’ Market serves a diverse group of neighborhoods 

including, Angeles Mesa, Hyde Park, Leimert Park, View Park/Windsor Hills, and Baldwin Hills. 

Every Saturday, the Market features a dozen local farmers and over two dozen food and artisan vendors 

who bring a diverse selection of local produce as well as spices, sprouts, breads, nuts, baked goods and 

fresh flowers each week. The market also hosts monthly events including cooking demonstrations, 

tastings, and children’s activities. 

At the Crenshaw Farmers’ Market, you can use your CalFresh EBT card and WIC checks. Additionally, 

they offer Market Match which doubles CalFresh up to $10 per day. Stop by the information booth to 

receive your extra dollars to spend at the market! 

The Crenshaw Farmers’ Market is open every Saturday from 10am-3pm, rain or shine, and is in the 

AFIBA Center (Fire Station 54) parking lot at 5730 Crenshaw Boulevard, off Crenshaw and Slauson, 

adjacent to U.S. Bank. 

 

Neighborhood Events 

March 31, 2023: Anniversary of Nipsey Death 

April 08, 2023: Park Mesa NHC meeting 10-1 

 

Crime Tips 

• Burglars hate bright lights. Install outside lights and keep them on at night. Motion-detector 

lights can be particularly effective. 



• Keep your yard clean. Prune shrubbery so it doesn’t hide windows or doors. Cut back tree limbs 

that a burglar could use to climb to an upper-level window. 

• If you travel, create the illusion that you are at home by getting timers that will turn lights (and 

perhaps a television or radio) on and off in different parts ... 

• Leave shades, blinds, and curtains in normal positions. And make sure you don’t let your mail 

and/or newspapers pile up. ... 

• Make a list of your valuables, such as VCRs, stereos, computers, and jewelry. Take pictures of 

the items, list their serial numbers and description.  

• Ask your District police station for a free home security survey. 

• When getting work done on your vehicle, leave only the vehicle key for the service personnel. 

The same goes for car park attendants and valets. 

• If you are having work done on your vehicle, give the service station your business address – not 

yours. 

 

Augustin Lopez #36435 (12A39) 

Commendable Incident 

On 02/20/2023, Officer Santoyo #44948 and Officer Cabral #36031 received a radio call of a theft 

investigation at the Warehouse Shoe Sales at Slauson and Vermont. The comments of the call stated 

that five subjects entered the business. The subjects walked towards the “Jordan” section, grabbed the 

clothing from the racks, the subjects then exited the store without paying. The subjects entered a 

vehicle and fled. The police helicopter was overhead and observed a vehicle matching the description of 

the suspect vehicle. The police helicopter also spotted two subjects, standing by the vehicle, that 

matched the description of two of the suspects. Officers responded to the location and were able to 

detain the two subjects without incident. Officers met with a witness, who responded to the location of 

the subjects, and was able to positively identify them. Officers were able to recover approximately 

$2,666 worth of stolen property. 

 

Neighborhood Events 

• April 11th at 10:00 A.M.-Harvard Park School Safety Collaborate Meeting 

 

Crime Tips 

Robbery Prevention Tips: 

• Be aware. Pay attention to those around you. 

• Do not walk with cell phones in hand or earphones on. 

• Be familiar with the area you are traveling to and from. 

• If you are a victim, don’t panic, don’t resist. Property can be replaced, it’s not worth the risk. 

• Pay attention to the suspect(s) appearance, direction of travel. The more details the better. 

• Call 911 right away. 



Officer Greg Sovick #37886 (12A45) 

Commendable Incident 

Officer Mateus and Officer Vega responded to the area of 62nd St. and St. Andrews Pl. for a radio call of 
an assault with a deadly weapon. After meeting with the victim, a witness, and reviewing local 
surveillance video, the officers completed a thorough investigation. A crime report was taken and a 
good description of the suspect and the RV that he is known to frequent was obtained. Officers Mateus 
and Vega did not let the investigation end there, they continued to canvass the area for the suspect and 
monitored the police radio for broadcasts. Upon hearing a radio broadcast for an outreach service over 
the air for an individual matching their suspect description, Officer Mateus contacted the involved 
officers and responded to their location. Once at scene, the suspect was detained, positively identified 
by both the victim and witness, and a firearm was recovered concealed in his clothing. Thank you to the 
officers, constituents, and businesses, that worked together to successfully remove a violent criminal 
from our neighborhood. 

 

Neighborhood Events 

4/11/23 Voices Neighborhood Council Board meeting  

4/11/23 Harvard Park School Safety Collaborative meeting  

4/24/23 Empowerment Congress Central Area Neighborhood Development Council meeting 

 

Crime Tips 

• Don't forget to continue to utilize the MyLA311 App to report/request our needs in our 
community. 

• Please remove or hide any and all valuables in your parked vehicles in order to discourage 
vehicle break-ins. 

• Utilize a steering wheel or ignition lock in order to reduce vehicle thefts. 

• When parking in shopping centers attempt to park in the well lit areas or near surveillance 
cameras. 

 

Officer Atu Abanobi (12A51)  

Commendable Incident 

On 03-01-2023 at 1730 hours, Officers Choe 43079, and Canjura 41344 who are assigned to 77th gang 
enforcement detail, were conducting extra patrol in the area of Florence Ave and 10th Ave. This area is a 
known Rollin' 60's Neighborhood Crips gang location and a breeding ground for violent crimes. 

Officers entered the Empire Inn Motel at 3220 W. Florence, a known Rollin 60's gang strong hold, and 
observed a Suspect standing in front of a room who quickly turned away in attempt to conceal himself. 
They then observed him making a quick tossing motion and closing the room door behind him as officers 
gave him orders. Based on the Officers training and experience they believed that the Suspect was in 
possession of contraband. 



During the incident, Officers discovered that the Suspect was on formal probation for Concealing a 
Firearm in a vehicle and properly verified his search conditions. 

With the aid of additional units, Officers called out everyone in the motel room of interest and 
conducted a thorough search for evidence. Officers located a fanny pack that contained a loaded 
Firearm and identifying paperwork belonging to the Suspect. Suspect was later identified as a convicted 
felon and booked for possession of a firearm. 

The Officers’ actions, productivity and knowledge of area exemplifies all the highest qualities of what it 
means to be a Los Angeles Police officer. 

 

Neighborhood Events 

Non-Profit organization Project43 scheduled community events (6841 Crenshaw Blvd) 

 

Crime Tips 

Always be AWARE of your surroundings especially while traveling on foot or waiting at the bus stops. 
Lock and secure vehicles (Older model vehicles need alarms and clubs for additional security). If you 
observe any crime in progress, call the police immediately by dialing 911. 

 

Officer Ruben Cardenas #35197 (12A53) 

Commendable Officers or Citizen Incidents 

On 03-05-23 at approximately 1650 hours, Officer Tepos #44915 and his partner Officer Abraham 
#42098, were assigned 77th patrol, working basic car 12A67-W2. They received a radio call of a 415 man 
with a gun located at 7427 LA Salle Ave.  The comments of the call provided officers with a suspect and 
vehicle description. It also indicated that one of the suspects had a gun on his lap. Almost immediately 
AIR 16 was above the location and observed a vehicle matching the description leaving the area at a 
high rate of speed.  The vehicle slowed down and AIR16 observed 2 suspects exit the vehicle and 
attempt to walk away.  One of the other suspects exited from the passenger side of the vehicle, walked 
around the vehicle and drove away. AIR 16 directed the responding unit 12X66 (Officer Nguyen #42443 
and his partner Officer Morales) to the suspects location and detained 2 pending further investigation. 
The vehicle continued e/b on Florence and AIR16 directed 12A83 (Officer Jove #42763 and Officer Coyle 
#43567) to the suspects locations. Officers conducted a stop on the vehicle and suspect was taken into 
custody pending a firearm investigation. Officers conducted a protective vehicle search and found a 
loaded .40 Cal firearm under the vehicle. 12A67 was able to contact the witness and get her story. 
12A67 admonished the suspect who then admitted sole ownership and possession of the weapon.     

Because of the teamwork shown by all involved and their attention to detail. Officers were able to take 
another gun off the streets and send another bad person to jail. Excellent work by all!     

 

 

 



Neighborhood Events 

The Stations of The Cross will take place at Saint Michael’s Church, located at 1016 W. Manchester Ave, 
On April 7th (Good Friday) at 1700 hrs. All are welcome to join and support the church.    

It’s that time of year again for Garden Tours. In association with The Theodore Payne Foundation.  
Garden Butterfly-South Central LA and Mrs. Williams, bring to you a mini-botanical garden filled with 
beautiful flowers, aromas, and gardening tips to share with all. The event is taking place on April 15th 
from 10 am to 5pm, at 1128 W. 80th St.  

Crime Tips 

SLOW DOWN!!  As you have already probably have seen on the local news the intersection of 
Manchester & Vermont is one of the most dangerous intersections in the entire City of Los Angeles. And 
with all this rain we have been receiving it behooves you to slow down.  Make sure to check your tire 
tread and keep your tires properly filled with air.    

 

Officer Chris McPheeters #36176 (12A57) 

Commendable Incident 

On March 4, 2023, at around 6:30PM, the 77th Gang Enforcement Detail Officers, were working the area 
at 74th Street and Vermont Ave. The area is a known location for the Hoover gang members to 
congregate and conduct illegal activities. Officers Helmkamp and Ainis observed a group of known gang 
members hanging out. There was one male who they have arrested in the past for carrying firearm. The 
male made eye contact with Officers and immediately walked away from the group and was holding his 
pocket. Officers conducted a call out on the residence where the male entered. Officers were able to 
recover firearms and narcotics from the inside of residence. The male individual was on parole and 
Officers recovered firearms and narcotics from the inside of residence. Officers are to be commended 
for their hard work and dedication by keeping the community safe from violent crimes. 

 

Neighborhood Events 

The 77th Street Area will be having their monthly Community Police Advisory Board meeting on, April 
13, 2023, at 6PM. This will be via zoom until further notice. Please contact me for the zoom information 
if needed. I can be reached at 36176@lapd.online or (323) 786-5045 

 

Crime Tips  

This month there has been an increase in stolen vehicles. Be aware of where you park and always lock 
and secure your vehicles. It is important to have an audible anti-theft mechanism on your vehicle and if 
you park in front of your home please install cameras which offer the proper coverage. It’s a small price 
to pay to protect your property and avoid being victimized. 

 

 

 



Officer Elva Coats #34785 (12A67) 

Commendable Incident 

Patrol officers continue to do great work. On 3/11/23, Officers Jove # 42763 and Coyle #43567 
responded to a Robbery in progress at a Public Storage facility. The Person reporting was monitoring the 
incident via video and could see the suspect holding a gun to the victim. As officers arrived and were 
setting up containment they observed the suspect exit the location. The suspect ran from officers who 
then gave chase. The suspect made it over a fence but due to great teamwork and great communication 
the suspect was taken into custody without incident by responding officers. The officers conducted an 
article search and recovered what turned out to be a BB gun upon further inspection. As it turns out the 
same suspect was responsible for other robberies at the same location as well as the surrounding area. 
This was great team work through and through and no one was injured. Thank you all involved. 

 

Community Assistance  

You can download the LA City app MyLA311 to report homeless encampments, illegal dumping, burned 
out street lights and large item pick-ups. 

 

Crime Tips 

Robbery Prevention Tips: 

• Be aware. Pay attention to those around you. 

• Do not walk with cell phones in hand or earphones on. 

• Be familiar with the area you are traveling to and from. 

• If you are a victim, don’t panic, don’t resist. Property can be replaced, it’s not worth the risk. 

• Pay attention to the suspect(s) appearance, direction of travel. The more details the better. 

• If it looks suspicious call it in to our non-emergency hotline 1-877-ASK-LAPD (1-877-275-5273). If 
you need immediate police assistance, please dial 911. 

 

12A69 (Vacant) 

 

12A73 (Vacant) 

Commendable Officer and Citizen Incidents 

On 03/05/2023 at 1530 hours Officer Leon #44967, and his partner Officer Aranda #32620 were 
assigned to 77th Patrol. They were responding to the WSS Shoe store located at 1850 W Manchester 
Ave for a Theft Suspect that just left. 

Officers arrived at the business and met with store employee/witness Bautista. Bautista showed Officers 
security camera footage and advised that, at approximately 1510 hours, a male wearing a mask, blue 
hoodie, black "Nike" sweatpants and white shoes with black and red trim entered the store and began 
filling a blue/green garbage bag with merchandise. The suspect then walked past the cash registers with 
the merchandise and exited the store without paying. The suspect was last seen fleeing on foot, 



southbound on St. Andrews PI. from the store parking lot. Bautista stated that he recognized the suspect 
as having taken merchandise from the store on multiple previous occasions. Bautista estimated that the 
suspect took approximately $3000.00 worth of merchandise that was equipped with a tracking device 
and was pinging at 636 W. 75th St. 

Officers conducted a follow-up to that location with additional units. Upon arrival to the follow-up 
location, Officers door knocked the residence. A male (later identified as the suspect Sanders, James 
Edward) came to the front door. Officers identified themselves as Police Officers and asked him if he 
could step outside his residence. Sanders was wearing black "Nike" sweatpants like the one described by 
the witness. Sanders was handcuffed and detained pending a Grand Theft investigation. Officers advised 
Sanders that we had received information that stolen property was possibly located in his residence. 
Sanders was asked for his consent to search his residence, Sanders complied. During the search of the 
residence the property taken was recovered and returned to the WSS Shoe store. 

Officers are to be commended for their teamwork, and investigative skills that resulted in the quick 
apprehension of a Grand Theft suspect. 

 

Neighborhood Events 

Empowerment Congress Southwest Area Neighborhood Development Council community meeting is 
held on every third Monday of the month at 1800 hours. 4-17-23 

Crime Tips  

Residential Burglary is a crime of opportunity, make your home risky and a difficult target. Burglars try 
doors and windows first, if burglars have difficulty here the chances are they will move on to another 
property. 

· Keep doors, windows, and locks in good working order 

· Keep outside lighting visible 

· Install video surveillance cameras 

· Bring in mail daily 

 


