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Stay compliant
SOLICITING DONATIONS IN THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES



CSS OUTREACH



CSS

CHARITABLE SERVICES SECTION (CSS)

Regulates and monitors charitable activities, Bingo Gaming Enforcement, 
and Senior Bingo in the City of Los Angeles.

Enforces compliance with Chapter 4, Articles 4 and 4.5 of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code and Ordinance No. 185,605.

Promotes collaboration and encourages constituents to report suspicious or 
illegal activity related to charitable events and non-profit organizations.



GUIDED BY 
ORDINANCE & 

MUNICIPAL CODE

L.A.M.C. Section 44.00

“Charitable” defined as:
philanthropic, social service, benevolent, patriotic, and religious 
[agency] whether they are actual or purported - ANY 501(c)3
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Contributions may include food, clothing, money, property and 

the loan of money or property.
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Types of Appeals (solicitations)
but not limited to...

• Solicit Funds (Mail, In-person, By phone, Ads, 
etc.)

• Solicit Food or Toy Drives
• Sales - food, service, merch, or rummage sales
• Coin Containers
• Media - Newspaper, Online, Email, Radio/TV
• LAX
• Paid Solicitors 
• Payroll Deduction
• Store Front

GENERAL APPEAL (annual campaigns)

• Auctions
• Barbeque / Picnic
• Concerts
• Gala Dinners / Luncheon / Brunches
• Raffles, Drawing & Sweepstakes
• Fair / Carnivals / Bazaars
• Food & Wine (or other alcohol) Tasting
• Golf / Tennis / Other Tournaments
• Poker / Casino Night / Gaming
• -A-thon, M/K Run

SPECIAL EVENTS (one time/special events)

Types of fundraising/soliciting activities that require an Information Card by the LA Police Commission, Charitable 
Services Section [LAMC Article 4, Sec 44.04]

The Department determines between special events vs. general appeals [LAMC Sec. 44.04]

➢ Must include a description of the activities planned
for the year related to the general appeal

➢ File a Notice of Intention (NOI) for each separate special event.
➢ A separate NOI for any charitable solicitation activity that is not

included in the annual NOI requires filing
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Types of Appeals (solicitations)

• Auctions

• Barbeque / Picnic

• Concerts

• Gala Dinners / Luncheon / Brunches

• Raffles, Drawing & Sweepstakes

• Fair / Carnivals / Bazaars

• Food & Wine (or other alcohol) Tasting

• Golf / Tennis / Other Tournaments

• Poker / Casino Night / Gaming

• -A-thon, M/K Run

SPECIAL EVENTS
(typically one time/special events)

Failure to obtain an Information Card prior to a fundraising event and/or campaign is a misdemeanor and could result in prosecution for violation
of Los Angeles Municipal code (LAMC) Section 44.00 For more information, contact Charitable Services: pccharity@lapd.online.

Casino / Poker / Gaming Night
• Register activity with Police Commission Charitable Services
• Register with DOJ Bureau of Gambling Control 

(oag.ca.gov/gambling/charitable)

Bingo - Special Charitable Event
• Register NOI application of fundraising activity with Police 

Commission Charitable Services
• Requires a City of LA Bingo ‘License’ (different application!)
• Additional documents
• Separate fee $50
• File at least 60 days prior to event 
• List of Bingo Suppliers on our website
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Types of Appeals (solicitations)

• Auctions

• Barbeque / Picnic

• Concerts

• Gala Dinners / Luncheon / Brunches

• Raffles, Drawing & Sweepstakes

• Fair / Carnivals / Bazaars

• Food & Wine (or other alcohol) Tasting

• Golf / Tennis / Other Tournaments

• Poker / Casino Night / Gaming

• -A-thon, M/K Run

SPECIAL EVENTS
(typically one time/special events)

Failure to obtain an Information Card prior to a fundraising event and/or campaign is a misdemeanor and could result in prosecution for violation
of Los Angeles Municipal code (LAMC) Section 44.00 For more information, contact Charitable Services: pccharity@lapd.online.

Raffles ONLY

• Register activity with Police Commission Charitable Services
• Register ‘raffle’ with State DOJ (oag.ca.gov/charities/raffles)
• CA Penal Code 320.5

• Register ‘raffle’ with State DOJ (oag.ca.gov/charities/raffles)
• CA Penal Code 320.5 applies (registration, reporting, conduct, 

prizes, raffle materials)

Raffles Combined with Other Activities
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Types of Appeals (solicitations)

lapdonline.org/police-commission/cid/charitable-services-section

Listed on LAPD website:

Outreach flyer

• If made upon a “self-person” on own property, not 
advertised

EXEMPTIONS

[LAMC Sec. 44.12]

• Any request for donations to help a specific person, 
where the person asking for donations claims that all the 
money collected will go directly to that person, and it 
actually does go to them (no deductions, no expenses!) 
example, someone’s funeral

• An organization soliciting from its “own members” at 
the time of solicitation, solely from member pool, 
example, station-fund, union members

https://www.lapdonline.org/police-commission/cid/charitable-services-section/


New vs. Existing Organizations

APPLICATION / 
REGISTRATION 

PROCESS
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Existing – completed prior registration with the Charitable 
Services Section (CSS) of the Los Angeles Police Commission in 
the past (founding docs not needed unless updated +)

ExistingNewNew – first time registering/applying with Charitable Services 
Section (need founding documents, e.g.: articles of inc., bylaws, 
IRS letter, FTB letter, Dept of Justice/OAG)



NOTICE OF 
INTENTION (NOI)
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File at least 15 days prior* to 
start of campaign or event

*with NOI fee & in good standing with State agencies



• Department of Justice / Office of the Attorney General *
oag.ca.gov/charities

• Secretary of State
bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov

• Franchise Tax Board
ftb.ca.gov

Charitable organizations must be in good 

standing with state agencies:

STATE
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*DOJ can take up to 60-90 days for updating status



INFO CARD (IC)
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Must be on display, 
carried, or available upon 
request

Sample “Information Card”
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Post-event Activity

Report of Results (RORs)

• Report of Results due 30 days AFTER conclusion of event or fundraising campaign [LAMC Sec 44.10]
• Bingo Income and Expense on the 15th of the month following the bingo gaming [City of LA Bingo Rules and Regulations, Rule 23]

Bingo Income & Expense Statement (I/Es)



SUMMARY

LA POLICE COMMISSION INVESTIGATION DIVISION  I  CHARITABLE SERVICES

REGISTRATION
All charitable fundraising in the City of Los Angeles requires filing for an Information 
Card, (exemptions or additional permits may apply)
• Apply/register all public charitable fundraising activity as soon as you know that you are 

going to have a charitable campaign or event.

REPORTS
Filing of Report of Results (ROR) must be within 30 days after completion of your 
fundraising campaign or event [LAMC Sec 44.10]

AUDITS
• All-related activity is subject to audits 
• Use sound accounting principles on reporting practices to address potential 

financial audits [LAMC Sec 44.02]

CHARITABLE SERVICES
Regulates and monitors all Charitable activities, Bingo Gaming Enforcement, and investigations 
related to non-profit organizations throughout the City of Los Angeles.



“PC Charity” *(best)
pccharity@lapd.online

(213) 996-1260

lapdonline.org
(search: Charitable Services)

Mail or Drop Off (black box in lobby):

Los Angeles Police Commission, CID - Charitable Services
100 W. 1st Street, Room 147
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Contact Us
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