LAPD CCW Frequently Asked Questions

How do | apply for a Concealed Carry Weapon (CCW) license with the Los Angeles Police Department?

Application instructions are posted on the LAPD homepage at https://www.lapdonline.org/office-of-the-chief-of-
police/office-of-special-operations/detective-bureau/detective-services-group/ccw-carry-concealed-weapon-license

Can anyone apply for a CCW license with the LAPD?

No, only verified residents of the City of Los Angeles (LAPD jurisdiction) may apply with the LAPD, per 26155(a) PC. See
the LAPD homepage for instructions on how to show proof of residency.

What are some reasons for a denial?

Please refer to Penal Code section 26202 for details regarding disqualified persons. The most common denials stem
from untruthfulness or failure to disclose an arrest or detention. Other common denials are for prior arrests or
detentions involving firearms, regardless of conviction or charges and any alcohol or drug related convictions within 5
years resulting in jail time or probation.

Can | use my work/business/PO Box address to qualify as being a City of LA resident?

No, only your actual primary residence address can be used, verified by documents submitted during the application
process, and listed currently on your California driver’s license or ID.

Can | take my application to a police station or send via email or certified mail?

No, the application will only be accepted online via the “Permitium” program once you are scheduled for an interview.
Mailing, emailing or delivering it in person will not be accepted or expedite the wait list.

Why does it take so long after I’'m placed on the waiting list before | get an interview?

The time on the waiting list is dictated by the number of residents requesting appointments. We have a limited number
of investigators who are working diligently to process all of the requests. We appreciate your patience and
understanding.

Do you offer expedited processing?

No, our policy is first come, first served. Most applicants are concerned about their personal safety over others or
request priority for a variety of reasons. Our policy is a basic tenet of fairness, and once put on the list, you will not be
replaced or lowered on the list to accommodate another applicant.

Can | complete my CCW training course and get a live scan before my interview?

Generally, we request you wait until you have an appointment scheduled before obtaining your live scan. Please use the
live scan form on the LAPD website, or the CCW Unit will not receive the results from the Department of Justice. If you
use the incorrect form, you will have to resubmit the correct form and pay a second time for the service.

Training certificates will only be accepted from Training Providers on our approved list and dated no earlier than 6
months before your interview date. You may want to take basic firearms training classes, depending on your skill level,
before taking the CCW training course. CCW training is not basic firearms training and you are expected to be safe and
proficient with a firearm before attending the CCW training course.

What happens if | miss my interview appointment?

We request that you make every effort to appear at the scheduled date and time for your interview. If you are unable to
appear, reschedule yourself online by logging into your Permitium order. If you are a “no-show” without prior
notification of cancellation, your application will be withdrawn and you must request to be placed on the waitlist.



If you contacted us in advance to cancel before your appointment, we will try to accommodate you with a reschedule;
however, it may be months away.

How long does it take to get my license after the interview?

If your application is complete and your live scan is completed, the investigator has 120 days to advise if your application
has been approved or denied. Keep in mind your investigator must conduct a background investigation and process
your application which must pass multiple levels of command staff review. You will be receiving an email when your
application is approved or denied.

What firearms can | carry with my license?

A CCW license is for a concealable handgun only. The firearm must be lawfully purchased or transferred with an
ownership record in the Automated Firearms System in the name of the CCW holder. We allow up to three firearms on a
license. You cannot carry any other firearm than the one(s) on your license. See additional handgun requirements on
the LAPD CCW application instructions page.

Can | make modifications to my firearms?

Some sight and light attachments are allowed but no illegal modifications to firearms are permitted. Check with current
California Firearm laws to verify the legal status of your firearm.

Do | bring my firearm(s) with me to the interview?

NO, it is a violation of law to bring a firearm to a police facility, per 171(b) PC. You need to verify the make, model,
caliber, and serial number of your firearm(s) and accurately record them on your application. If there is a discrepancy
with a firearm, photos of the weapon can be used for clarification.

Can | add, delete, or change firearms on my CCW license?

Your investigator will add any concealable firearm listed on your training sheet prior to your issuance, up to 3. Once you
are issued a CCW, any modifications will be subject to the wait list.

If you wish to add a firearm to your license after it’s been issued, please email CCWProcessing@LAPD.online and advise
that you would like to add a firearm to your card and request to be added to the wait list (current wait time is 12
months). A new card must be issued with the added firearm before you are allowed to conceal carry it. Firearms can
also be added at the time of renewals.

What if | lose or sell a firearm listed on my CCW permit?

If you sell or lose a firearm, you must notify the CCW Unit, so the firearm can be removed from your license with the
California Department of Justice.

What if | move during the process?

Only residents of the City of Los Angeles can be issued LAPD CCW permits. If you move after your interview , notify your
investigator as soon as possible and send your DMV change of address. If you move after your permit has been issued,
contact ccwprocessing@lapd.online and submit your DMV change of address. You do not have to notify the CCW Unit
before your interview unless you move out of the city.

If a CCW card holder moves out of the city, you must apply with the city of county of residence. Renewals will not be
accepted for residents who move outside of Los Angeles City limits.

Is my LAPD issued CCW license recognized outside of the City of Los Angeles?

Yes, a license issued by any licensing authority in the State of California is valid anywhere in the State. California does
not recognize CCW licenses from any other state; however, a few states recognize CCW licenses issued by California.
Check the internet for an accurate up-to-date list of other states that allow carrying with a CA license.
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Additional Considerations

Carefully consider all of the aspects and responsibilities of carrying a firearm before you start the application process.

Read the LAPD CCW Policy on the Department’s homepage at LAPDonline.org before you submit your application. Strict
adherence to all of the requirements and procedures is required to successfully submit your application. Applicants with
incomplete applications before their interview may have to be rescheduled for another appointment.

Missing documents may cause your application to be declined. Pay particular attention to and make a note of what
documents are needed on the Permitium website.

Appear early or on time for your interview. Interviews are conducted back-to-back, and late arrivals may have to wait if
they missed their appointment time.

Once your appointment is scheduled, carefully read ALL 14 pages of the application form (BOF form 4012 rev. 08/2022).
Fill out the portions requiring information truthfully and complete when instructed to do so.

The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) and the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department (LASD) are separate agencies. If you
applied to the LASD, we do not have any information of the status of your application.

Additional questions can be addressed by the LAPD CCW Unit at 213-486-5712, CCWprocessing@lapd.online, or by
reviewing the CCW website, CCW Carry Concealed Weapon License - LAPD Online or
https://www.lapdonline.org/office-of-the-chief-of-police/office-of-special-operations/detective-bureau/detective-
services-group/ccw-carry-concealed-weapon-license/
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