Los Angeles Police Department
Van Nuys Area
Community Police Advisory Board Minutes
October 9, 2025
www.vannuyscpab.org

Attendees:

Captain 111 Chris Zine

Sergeant Il Maria Pedroza

Senior Lead Officer Joel Gutierrez
Senior Lead Officer Kristen Delatori
Senior Lead Officer Mariana Romo
Senior Lead Officer Brian Franco
Officer Chase Lambert

Officer Evlin Akserelian

Co-Chair Penny Meyer Michael Browning
Wendy Bernard Abkar Kalantarians (CD2)
Ruth Nunez Miles Morton (CD4)
Susan Collins Paulina Alvarado (CD6)

Andrew Mulkeen
Don Lestrange

Introductions:

Co-Chair Penny Meyer called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and welcomed all those in
attendance.

Captain’s Crime and Divisional Update:

The Captain advised CPAB members Van Nuys Division has the lowest deployment in the City.
Robbery crimes have been on the rise in the Sherman Oaks area. There have been several crime
reports taken involving multiple armed males, robbing individuals at gunpoint for their watches
and jewelry. There have been seven arrests, clearing some of the robbery cases within the last
two weeks. We are experiencing an increase in Burglary from Motor Vehicle, and that will be a
concern with the holiday season approaching; all other crimes are down. There were several
prostitution task forces along the Figueroa Corridor, which forced prostitution activity to
Sepulveda Blvd. Several robberies have been connected to gang members from the south end of
the City. Captain Zine informed members that he had a meeting with CD4, LAHSA, the Circle
Team, and the Mental Health Department regarding Homeless issues and focusing on services
and housing.


http://www.vannuyscpab.org/

Committee Reports:

Blight Abatement: Will be doing a Clean-up on October 18, 2025, with Senior Lead Officer
Perez and Teen CPAB.

Teen CPAB: Will be assisting Blight Abatement and Senior Lead Officer Perez with clean-up
on October 18, 2025.

Events: Nothing to Report.

SLO Reports:

Officer Delatori - Officer Delatori informed members that she had a clean-up with Public
Works, Sanitation, CD2, and CD4 on October 5, 2025, in the LA Wash located off Coldwater
Canyon and Chandler Blvd. She informed members about reporting any concerns regarding bus
stop issues (i.e., graffiti, trash, homeless) on the LA Metro Transit Watch App. The App is just
like 311, but for anything transit-related. She advised members to stop by the Faith and Blue
Blood Drive, Friday, October 10, 2025, 10:30 am to 4:30 pm, at Van Nuys Public Library, 6250
Sylmar Ave.

Officer Gutierrez - Officer Gutierrez informed members about the Faith in Blue Hero Sunday
hosted by Valley Lighthouse Church on Sunday, October 12, 2025, at 10:00 am. He will also be
having a “Coffee with a Cop” event on October 24, 2025, at 10:30 am, at the Starbucks located
on 14431 Burbank Blvd.

Officer Franco - Officer Franco informed members that he has cleaned up the encampments that
are in the North/South alley next to Valerio St. and Covello St. He will be working with County
Sanitation and LA Public Works in cleaning up the wash area located on Lull St. and Keswick
St. With the help of CD6 and Captain Zine there will be “No Left Turn” signs posted along
Sepulveda Blvd. to help with prostitution issues in the area. He continues his RV enforcement in
his area.

Officer Lambert - Officer Lambert advised members that he will be returning to patrol. He
worked with other Senior Lead officers and Sanitation to clean up the homeless encampments in
the private property located at 6823 Kester Ave. He has worked on cleaning the area of Vanowen
St. and Cedros Ave., and it is better than it has been, though it still needs more work.

Officer Romo - Officer Romo advised members that she is working on the RVs around
Chandler Blvd. She informed members that 311 / Bulky Items takes approximately one week to
come by and pick up the items. She advised members to complete the 311 requests first, then put
the items out the following day to avoid the items being picked up by local homeless individuals.
She will be having a “Pizza with a Cop” on October 11, 2025, at 1:00 pm, at Donna Jean
Restaurant, 4720 Woodman Ave.

New Business:

None.



Announcements & Upcoming Events:

Van Nuys Division’s Trunk or Treat will be held on Friday, October 24, 2025. We need CPAB
members to set up a decorated booth/car to pass out candy and provide information regarding
CPAB.

Government Representatives:

Abkar Kalantarians - Abkar (CD2) advised members that they are holding a community
meeting for development on October 14, 2025, regarding a two-year project to turn two open
fields located at the Whitsett Plaza into soccer fields for the community. They will be hosting
their fall festival on October 11, 2025, and their Winter Wonderland on December 13, 2025.

Miles Morton - Miles (CD4) is the Legislative representative for CD4 and is doing a ride-along
with Captain Zine.

Paulina Alverado - Paulina (CD6) advised members that the council district is working on
repairing broken/damaged street signs and lights. She met with Sgt. Parsekhian, who works the
Human Trafficking Task Force at Valley Bureau, in targeting rising issues with prostitution
around the schools. They are also working on concerns about vehicle dwellings near and around
the parks.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm.

The next CPAB meeting will be on November 13, 2025. A notification will be sent to members
and posted on social media.



