
   

 

   

 

WILSHIRE COMMUNITY-POICE ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 

JANUARY 19, 2023  

 

The in-person and online/telephonic hybrid meeting, over Zoom, was called to order at 7:05 by Mitch 

Jacoves. 

Roll Call 

Board Members Present: Janice Belson, Shelby Blecker, Susan Considine, Loretta Eason, Hazel Gantt, 

Kari Garcia, Medrene Gee, Sandra Germaine, Cherelle Hartley, Mitch Jacoves, Julie Kim, Petra King, Starr 

Johnson, Greg Jones, Meg McComb, Peter Nichols, Conrad Starr, Chlorita Walton, Valerie Washburn, 

Amy White, Denise White, John Winther 

Board Members Absent: Jacqueline McClellan, Diane Manns 

Board Members Excused: Thao Tran 

Minutes 

Mitch Jacoves moved to approve the November 17 with corrections. The motion was seconded by Greg 

Jones. 

Opening Remarks 

Mitch thanked everyone from the board and community, including local restaurateurs, who contributed 

to the December potluck for officers and staff, noting that it was a big success. 

Guest Speaker 

Jin Ha Kim, of the Korean American Law Enforcement Organization, was the guest speaker. She 

condensed a one-hour officer training presentation into fifteen minutes. Ms. Kim described a hate crime 

as one motivated by a bias of the perpetrator relating to the perceived identity of the victim. Examples 

of that bias could relate to gender, race, ethnicity, or religion. She stressed that name calling, insults, 

and displaying hate materials are not a crime. It is not a crime to express offensive beliefs.  

LAPD collects all data on both incidents and crimes. Hate crimes are reported to the Chief in the daily 

briefing. 138 crimes were reported in 2022, but that figure is likely less than the actual number of crimes 

committed. Crimes are underreported for many reasons, including language barriers, immigration 

status, cultural norms, and feelings of marginalization.  It is important to report hate crimes because not 

only are they an attack on an individual, but on a community as well. They can be reported by calling or 

going to the station, but not online at this time. LAPD reports hate crimes to the FBI. It was noted that it 

is important to come to the aid of someone victimized by a hate crime, and not be a passive bystander.  

Membership 

Officer Figueroa reported that two new member applications have been submitted. Captain Monico said 

that Wilshire wants youth to be represented on CPAB, and asked members to let CRO know of high 

school or college students who might be interested. A member noted that neighborhood councils also 



   

 

   

 

want youth participation, and a council can have one youth participant. It would be worth contacting 

the youth running for those seats to see if they’re interested in CPAB. Sgt. Kirby mentioned that they will 

be recruiting through LAUSD for the youth team meeting. Since high school students are required to 

have volunteer hours, it would be good to let them know that Wilshire volunteer hours will count 

towards that requirement. Petra also suggested contacting principals for suggestions in recruiting.  

Committee Reports 

Melrose Action Committee Shelby Blecker reported that their walks have been ongoing, but fewer have 

participated than in warmer months. The previous night, residents came out to meet SLO Dantzler’s new 

partner Acosta. Restaurants that the group visited were happy to see them and speak to the officers. 

Shelby noted that he posts information about the walks on NextDoor, and approximately 60 people 

liked the post, but are not attending yet.  

Emergency Preparedness Committee 

Mitch said he would like to restart this committee, noting that recent storms and their associated 

problems highlighted the importance of RYLAN.  

Procedural Justice 

The date for the next meeting has not been determined; CRO will notify the board when it has been set. 

Captain’s Update 

Captain Monico stated that as of December 31, there was a 9% decrease in violent crime, and that 

Wilshire had the highest reduction in violent crime of all LAPD divisions. Robbery was down 2.6%, and 

aggravated assault was down 14.2%. Lately that number has risen, due to a combination of factors 

including holidays and their associated family issues, which are often impacted by increased alcohol 

consumption at this time of year. It was noted that domestic abuse counselors are on duty four days a 

week, and they aid with counseling, education and housing victims.  

Robberies, including shoplifting which creates conflict with a security guard, were up in the last week, 

but Wilshire has also been making arrests. 

Catalytic converter theft continues to be a problem, but officers recently made an important arrest. A 

resident reported a man under a car who appeared to be committing this crime, and officers found nine 

catalytic converters in his possession. Captain Monico noted that owners of Hondas and Priuses should 

be especially careful as they are the most targeted. It is recommended that owners garage their cars if 

they can.  

Burglaries in Officer Cordova’s area, the NE area of the division, are up, and Captain Monico is placing 

more officers there to respond to this trend. She recommended leaving lights on, activating alarms, and 

checking that cameras are working. Perpetrators will typically go to the front door, and if no one 

answers, they go to the back and do a smash and grab. Be sure to talk to people through the door 

before opening it. Officers and detectives are working hard to solve these crimes.  

Regarding a recent street takeover at La Cienega and 3rd, officers, the watch commander and the airship 

went out. The arrival of the airship caused the group to disperse. Traffic divisions are trying to follow 



   

 

   

 

these groups, but social media makes it easy for them to assemble quickly and it is difficult to stay on 

top of. Takeovers are dangerous; please report them immediately to 911. 

Petra noted that residents have taken time to get required permits, but many people are ignoring the 

regulations and occupying spots that should be available. Captain Monico advised residents to call DOT 

Parking Enforcement at 213-485-4184 to report these violations. 

Mitch reported that there will be an orientation meeting regarding volunteering at the station. If an 

interested resident is not a CPAB member, they will have to fill out an application.  

Shelby noted that the LA homeless count was coming up, and that neighborhood councils were 

organizing volunteers. Captain Monico reported that the department has a homeless coordinator 

downtown, and they ask about problematic encampments. LAHSA attends clean-ups to facilitate 

coordination.  

Conrad noted that CPAB by-laws specify term limits, and that the captain can override them for the 

Chair, Secretary and Committee Chair positions.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m. The next meeting will be held on February 16. 

 

 

 

 


